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\

Thas following Effay owes ifs origin
to 2 converfation with a friend, on the
fubject of Mr. Godwin’s Effay, on ava-
rice and profufion, in his Enquirer.  The
dlfcufsxon, ftarted. the general queftion
of the future 1mplovement of, {fociety;
and ‘the Author. at firft fat down with an’
intention of mereiy ﬁatmg hxs thoughtq

to his friend, upon, paper, in. a clearer

manner than he thouvht he could do, in

converfation. But as the fubjeé’c opened
upon hun, fome ideas occurred which
he did not recolle& to have met with
before “and as he concezved that everys,
the leaﬁ light, on a topic fo generally
mtéxeﬁmg, might. be recelved with can-
dour, he determined to put lus thoughte
in a form for publication.
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The effay might, undoubtedly, have
been rendered much more complete by
a collection of a greater number of faéts
in elucidation of the general argument.

But a Jong and. almoft total interrup-

‘tion, from very particular bufinefs, joined

to a defire (perhaps imprudent) of not

delaying the publication much beyond

the time that he originally propofed,
prevented the Author from giving to
the fubjet an undivided attention. He
prefumes, however, that the fa&s which
he has adduced, will be found, to form
no inconfiderable evidencc for the truth
of his opinion refpeting the future im-
provement of mankind. As the Author
contemplates this opinion at prefént,

- little more appears to him to be necef-

fary than a plain ftatement, in addition

to the moft curfory view of fociety, to
eftablith it.

It
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It is an obvious truth; which has been
taken notice of by many writers, that
population muft always be kept down
to the level of the means of fubfifterice ;
but no writer, that the Author fecollects,
has inguired particularly into the means
by which this level is effefled: and

it is a view of thefe means, which

. forms, to his mind, the {ftrongeft ob-

ftacle in the way to any very great fu-

- ture improvement of fociety. He hopes it

will ‘appear, that, in the difcufsion of
this' interefting fubject, he is aétuated
folely by a love of truth; and not by
any prejudices againft any particular fet
of men, or of opinions. He profefies to
have read fome of the fpeculations on
the future improvement of fociety, in a
temper very different from a wifh to find
them vifionary; but he has not acquired
that command over his undcrﬁandh{g
which would enable him to believe what
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he withes, without evidence, or to refufe
his affent to what might be unpleafing,
when accompanied with evidence,

The view which he has given of human
life has a melancholy hue ; but he feels
confcious, that he has drawn thefe dark
tints, from a conviétion that they are
really in the picture; and not from a
jaundiced eye, or an inherent fpleen of
difpofition. The theory of mind which
he has fketched in the two laft chapters,
accounts to his own underftanding, in a
fatisfaétory. manner, for the exiftence of
moft of the evils of life; but whether it
will have the fame effect upon others,
muft: be left to the judgment of his
readers. )

If he fhould fucceed in drawing the
attention of more able men, to'what he
conceives to be the principal difficulty in

' the
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the way to the improvement of fociety,
and thould, in confequence, fee this dif-
ficulty removed, even in theory, he will
gladly - retraét his prefent opinions, and/
rejoice in a conviétion of his error.

A

‘Junc 7y 1798,

A 3§ CON-




?233 >
4%

249

e}

Line.

I3
18

19

ERRATA.

For half the, read half of the
For naural, read natural
For

f, read if

AN T AR
‘ESSAY

ON THE

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION.
e ——— ]

CHAPTER I.

sz’gﬁz’an Slated—Little profpest of a determination of
it; from the enmity of the oppofing parties.—The prin-
cipal argiment againft the perfedtibility of man and of
Jociety bas never been fazrly aﬁﬁwred —Nature of the
J:ﬁcuify arifing ﬁam populatwn —Qutline of the
principal argument of the effay.

Tus great and unlooked for difcoverics
that have taken place of late vedrs in
natural philofophy ; the increafing dif-
fufion of general knowledge from the ex-
tenfion of the art of printing ; the ardent
and unthackled {pirit of i Inquiry that pre-
vails throughout the lettered, and even un-
lettered world ; the new and extraordinary

B lights
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lights that have been thrown on politica
{ubjeéts, which dazzle, and aftonifh the
underftanding ; and particularly that tre-
mendous phenomenon in the political
horizén the French revoiuti-on, which,
like a blazing comet, feems deftined either
to infpire with frefh life and vigour, or to
fcorch up and deftroy ‘the thrinking in-
habitants of the earth, have all concurred
to lead many able men into the opinion,
that we were touching on a period big
with the moft important changes, changes
“that would in fome meafure be decifive of

the future fate of mankind.

It has been faid, that the great queflion
is now at iflue, whether man fhall hence-
forth ftast forwards with accelerated ve-

focity towards illumitable, and hitherto

unconceived improvement; or be con-

demned to a perpetual ofcillation between
happinefs and mifery, and afler every
effort

PRINCIPLE OF POPULATION.

effort remain fill at an immeafurable
diftance from the withed-for goal.

Yet, anxioufly as every friend of man-
kind muft look forwards to the termina-
tion of this painful fufpenfe ; and, eagerly

as the inquiring mind would hail evety

ray of light that might afsift its view into
futurity, it is much to be lamented, that

' the writers on each fide of this momentous

queftion fill keep far aloof from each
cother.  Their  mutual arguments do
not meet with a candid ' 'examination.
The queflion is not brought to reft on
fewer points; and even in theory fearcely
{feems to be approaching to a decifion.
The advocate for the prefent order of
things, is apt to treat the fe& of fpe-
culative philofphers, either as a fot of
artful and defigning knaves, who preach
up ardent benevolence, and draw capti=
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vating pictures of a happier ftate of fo-
cicty, only the better to enable them to
deftroy the prefent eftablifhments, and to
forward their own deep-laid {chemes of
ambition: or, 4s wild and mad-headed
~_enthufiafts, whofe filly fpeculations, and
abfurd paradoxes, are not worthy the at-

tention of any reafonable man.

The advocate for the perfectibility of
man, and of fociety, retorts on the de-
fender of eftablithments a more than
equal contempt. He brands him as the
flave of the moft miferable, and narrow
prejudices; or, as the defender of the
abufes of civil fociety, only becaufe he
profits by them. He paints him ecither as
a character 'who proftitutes his under-
ftanding to his intereft ; or as one whofe
‘powers of mind are not of a fize to grafp
any thing great and noble; who cannot

fee above five yards before him ; and who

muft
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muft therefore be utterly unable to take
m the views of the enlightened benefactos
of mankind.

In this unamicable conteft, the caufe of
truth cannot but fuffer. The really good ¢
arguments on each fide of the queﬁ;on are
not allowed to have their proper weight.
Each purfues his own theory, little foli-
citous to corredt, or improve it, by an at=
tention te what is advanced by his op-
ponents. ]

The friend of the prefent order of
things condemns al] political fpeculations
1n the grofs. He will not eyep condefcend
to examine the grounds from which the
perfectibility of fociety is inferred. Much
lefs will he give himfelf the troubje in
a fair and candid manner to attempt an
expofition of their fallacy.
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'The {peculative philofopher equally
offends againit the caufe of truth. With
eyes fixed on 2 happier flate of fociety,
the blefsings of which he paints in the

moft captivating colours, he allows him-

felf to indulge in the moft bitter in-

ve&tives againft every prefent cftablifh-
ment, without applying his talents to con-
fider the beft and fafeft means of removing

_abufes, and without {eeming to be aware

of the tremendous obftacles that threaten,
even in theory, to oppofe the progrefs of

man towards pexjfe&ion.

It is an acknowledged truth in philo=
fophy, that a juft theery will always be
confirmed by experiment. Yet fo much
friction, and {fo many minute circum-
{ances occur in praétice, which it is next
to impofsible for the moft enlarged and
penctrating mind to forefee, that on few

{ubjeéls can any theory be Pronounced

julty

juft, that has not {tood the teft of ex«
perience. But an untried theory cannot

fairly be advanced as probable, much lefs

‘as juft, till all the arguments againft it,

have been maturcly weighed, and clearly

and confiftently refuted.

I have read fome of the fpeculations on
the perfectibility of man and of fociety,
with great pleafure. I have been warmed
and delighted with the enchanting pic-
ture which they' hold forth. T ardently

{ fee great, and, te my underftanding,

wifh for fuch happy improvements. - But ( f
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unconquerable difficulties in the way te*

e e e

them. Thefe difficulties it is my prefent
purpofe to ftate; declaring, at the fame
time, that fo far from exulting in them,
as a caufe of triumph over the friends of
innovation, nothing would give me greater
pleafure than to fee them completely re-
moved.

B4 The
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The moft important argument that I
fhall adduce is certainly not new. The
principles on which it depends have been
explained in part by Hume, and more at
large by Dr. Adam Smith. It has been
advanced and applied to the prefent fub-
jeét, though not with its proper weight, or
in the moft farcible point of view, by Mr.
Wallace : and it mziy probably have been
ftated by many writers that I have never
met with. I fhould certainly therefore
not think of advancing it again, though I
mean to place it in a point of view in
fome degree different from any that I
have hitherto feen, if it had ever been

fairly and fatisfactorily anfwered.

The caufe of this negleét on the part of
the advocates for the perfectibility of man-
kind, isnot eafily accounted for. I cannot
doubt the talents of fuch men as Godwin and
LCondorcet. Iam unwilling to doubt their

cans
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candour. To my underftanding, and pro-
bably to that of moft others, the difficulty
appears infurmountable. Yet thefe men
of acknowledged ability and penetration,
fcarcely deign to notice it, and hold on
their courfe in fuch {peculations, with
unabated ardour, and undiminithed con-
fidence. I have certainly no right to fay
that they purpofely thut their eyes to fuch
~arguments. I ought rather to doubt the
validity of them, when negleéted by fuch
men, however forcibly their truth may
ftrike my own mind. Yet in this refpe&
it mudt be acknowledged that we are all
of us too prone to err. If I faw a glafs of
wine repeatedly prefented to a man, and
he took no notice of it, 1 thould be apt to
think that he was blind or uncivil. A
jufter philofophy might teach me rather
to think that my eyes deceived me, and
that the offer was not really what I con-
ceived it {o be.

In
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In cntering upon the argument T mufl
premife that I put out of the queftion, at
préfent, all mere,conjéé’cures; that is, all
{uppofitions, the pmbablé realization of
which cannot be inferred upon any juft
philofophical grounds. A writer may tcl
me that he thinks man will ultimately be-
come an oftrich. I cannot properly con-
tradict him. But before he can expett to
bring any reafonable perfon over te his
epinion, he ought to thew, that the necks
of mankind have been graduaily elon-
gating ; that the lips have grown harder,
and more prominent; that the legs and
feet are daily altering their fhape; and
that the hair is beginning to change into
{tubs of feathers. And till the probability
of {o wonderful a converfion can be thewn,
it is furely loft time and loft cloquence
to expatiate on the happinefs of man in
fuch a ftate ; to defcribe his powers, both
of running and flying; fo paint him in

a con-
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a condition where all narrow luxuries
would be contemned; where he would
be employed only in colleéting the necef-
faries of life; and where, confequently,
each man’s fhare of labour would be

light, and his portion of leifure ample,

I think T may fairly make two poftu~
lata.

Firft, That food is neceﬂ"a'ry to the
exiftence of man.

Secondly, That the pafsion between
the fexes is neceffary, and will remain

nearly in its prefent flate,

Thefe two laws ever fince we have had
any knowledge of mankind, appear to
have been fixed laws of our nature 3
and, as we have not hitherto fecn any
alteration in them, we have no right

to
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to conclude -that they will ever ceafe
to be what they now are, without an
immediate a& of power in that Being
who firft arranged the {yftem of the
univerfe ; and for the advantage of his
creatures, ftill executes, according to

fixed laws, all its various operations.

I do not know that any writer has
fuppofed that on this earth man will
ultimately be able to live without food.
But Mr. Godwin has conjectured that
the pafsion between the fexes may in
time be extinguifhed. As, however, he
calls this part of his work, a deviation
into the land of conjeéture, I will not
dwell longer upon it at prefent, than
to fay, that the beft arguments for the
perfectibility of man, are drawn from a
contemplation of the great progrefs that
he has already made from the favage
ftate, and the difficulty of faying where

he

~
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he is to ftop. But towards the extinc-
tion of the pafsion between the fexes,
no progrefs whatever has hitherto been
made. It appears to exift in as much
force at prefent as it did two thoufand,
or four thoufand years ago. There are
individual exceptions now as there al-
ways have been. But, as thefe excep-
tions do not appear to increafe in num-
ber, it would furely be a very unphi-
lofophical mode of arguing, to infer
merely from the exifience of an excep-

tion, that the exception would, in time,

become the rule, and the rule the ex- !

ception.

Affuming then, my poftulata as granted, -

I fay, that the power of population is
indefinitely greater than the power in the
earth to produce fubfiftence for man.

Popu-
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~ Population, when unchecked, increafes
in a geometrical ratio. Subfiffence in-
creafes only in an arithmetical ratio.
A flight acquaintance with numbers witk
fhew the immenfity of the firft power

in comparifon of the fecond.

ﬁy that law of our naturc which
makes food neceffary to the life of man,
the effeéts of thele two unequal powers

muft be kept equal.

This implies a firong and conftantly
operating check on population from the
difficulty of fubfiftence. This difficulty
" mufit fall fome where and muft necef-
farily be feverely felt by a large portion
of mankind. ;

Through the amimal and vegetable

kingdoms, naturc has {cattered the feeds
of
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of life abroad with the moft pr&fﬁfe
lzmd liberal hand. She has been com-
paratively {paring in the room, and the
nourithiment neceffary to rear them.
The  germs of exiftence contained in
this fpot of earth, with ample food; and
ample room to expand in, would fill
millions of worlds in the courfé of afew
thoufand years. Necc‘fsity, that impe-
rious -all pervading law of nature, ref-
trains them within the prefcribed bounds.’
The race of plants, and the race of
animals fhrink under this great refiric-
tive law. And the race of man can-
not, by any efforts of reafon, efcape
from it. Among plants and animals its
effects are walte of feed, ficknefs, and
premature death. Among mankind
fnifery and vice. The former, mifér;
is o abfolutely neceffary confequeﬂC;

erefore {ee it abun-

% dantly
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dantly prevail; but it ought not, pers
haps, to be called an abfolutely necel~

fary confequence. The ordeal of virtue

is to refift all temptation to evil.

This natural inequai‘ity of the two powers
of population, and of prod'u&ion in the
carth, and that great law of our naturé
which muft conflantly keep their effeéts
equal, form the great difficulty that tome

appears infurmountable in the way to

the perfectibility of fociety. All other

arguments are of flight and fubordinate
confideratiori in comparifon of this. I
fee no way by which man can ef-
cape from the weight of this law which
pervades all animated nature. No fan-
cied equality, no agrarian regulations
in their utmoft extent, could remove
the preffure of it even for a fingle cen=
tury. And it appears, therefore, to be
decifive againit the pofsible exiftence of

a {ociety,

a fociety, all the members of which,
fhould live in eafe, happinefs, and

about providing the imeans of {ubfift-
ence for themfelves and families:

Confeqiiently, if the premifes are
juft, the argument is conclufive againft
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- comparative leifure; and feel no anxiety

the perfe€tibility of the mafs of man-

I have thus fketched the; general out-
Ime of the argument; but I will ex-
amine it more particalarly ; and I think
it will be found that experience;, the

true fource and foundation of all know-

ledge, invariably confirms its truth:

K CHAP.

e

N
8|

\
X





