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For the period 1817-1940 both the government revenue and government expenditure were reconstructed. It concerns only the central government, not the local authorities. This has to be kept in mind because from 1900 onwards an increasing part of the public finances were decentralized, so the figures become less representative for the government finances as a whole.
 The contributions from the central government to the local authorities have been included.

The figures represent  the actual revenues received and expenditures made by the central government. These can differ quite a lot from the budgets. All figures are expressed in thousands of guilders. 

In 1867 the Indische Comptabliteitswet  (Public Accounts Act) was introduced. From that point on the public accounts are more or less according to the present definitions. Before 1864 the data are incomplete and it is often unclear what definitions were used. Nonetheless, it has been attempted to reconstruct public finance in the period before 1867 in the same way and using the same classifications. There are further breaks in the series around 1847/48.

From 1907 onwards a distinction is made between ordinary and extraordinary expenditure. The latter concerns expenditure for long-term productive activities, comparable to investments in capital goods by commercial enterprises. Ordinary expenditures are the routine government expenditures. Unfortunately, after 1925 the distinction was not made anymore. One reason for this is the fact that there were restrictions on the ordinary expenditure to minimize the budget deficit. For extraordinary expenditure these limits were less strict. 

To avoid an excess of data no distinction has been made between ordinary and extraordinary expenditure in the tables published. To compensate for this a document has been added with the total ordinary and extraordinary expenditure according to Changing Economy in Indonesia 2: Public Finance (CEI 2). The authors have eliminated the wrong entries of the extraordinary expenditure to make the series consequent.

Expenditure and revenue within the public sector are also included in this file. So if the Department of Public Works makes a building for another department it shows up three times: the expenditure for the Department of Public Works, the revenue for the Department of Public Works and the expenditure of the other department. According to CEI 2 the double entries are quite small, however, at most 1-2% before 1900; after 1900 they become more numerous.
 

The government data make a distinction between the revenue and expenditure in the Netherlands Indies and the Netherlands. This distinction is important for the estimating the actual expenditure in the Netherlands Indies itself, and for estimates of the balance of payments. Unfortunately the data for expenditures in The Netherlands are very incomplete. 

From 1930 on the ‘Indische Bedrijvenwet’ was applied to an increasing number of government companies. The most important consequences were: 1. Only the balances of the public companies show up in the public finance, not the expenditure and revenue; 2. The companies are charged for the loans they receive. 
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