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In Argentina the textile industry was developed in a modern sense during the 20th century, mainly in the interwar period (1914-1939) when an important expansion took place. In contrast to other Latin American countries like Mexico and Brazil, the textile producers from Rio de la Plata did not achieve a solid growth in the previous centuries, although there was production of different textiles in the colony. There are several reasons for this slow development but the most important ones have to do with the peculiar integration of Argentina in the international market as primary product supplier.


In the 1880-1930 period most of the manufacturing industry was related to the growth of exports (meat packing depot, flour mills, tannin processing plants) and the construction and maintenance of railways, housing and public services. On the other hand, the textile industry stayed behind and most of the textile demand was satisfied by imports. Since World War I however, the textile industry grew as a consequence of the natural protection that the difficulties in the international commerce brought: more supply of raw material like cotton, the settlement of companies producing synthetic fibres and the growth in the internal consumption market. The expansion was accompanied with the increase in the number of companies, workers and production. From the 1970s it started to drop until it almost disappeared until the new economic conditions, after the outbreak of the economic, political and social crisis in 2001, started to encourage its improvement.


In the 1650-2000 period, temporary limits that consider the development of the European industry, the textile production in Argentina can be divided in three clearly definite moments: 1) the indigenous textile industry; 2) the textiles during the colony; and 3) the modern textile industry divided in three stages, the first one, which was specially wear, took place from 1860 to 1914; the second stage started during the First World War until approximately 1950, and it was a fast expansion process with important leadership in the manufacturing sector; the third one began in the 50s when the growth decreased, from the 70s it dropped to finally lose importance.


In this report, the periods mentioned above will be analysed considering the production characteristics, its organisation, the consumption market and the labour force. However, the analysis is not equally balanced for each period, since there is not enough information for the earlier stages, or the historical literature is not sufficient. It is worthwhile to stress that in the history of the Argentinean industry there are important gaps as regards the analysis of the different sectors and likewise there are not enough studies about specific group of workers.





The indigenous textile industry


The inclusion of this topic implies the recognition of the importance that indigenous culture has as part of the material culture of the country and its past as constitutive of national history. The indigenous of the time used the available resources and the productive possibilities of the region.� The sedentary population was located in some areas of the present territory, particularly in the northwest, while hunters and gatherers were scattered in the rest of the territory. Different communities lived in Tucumán, Catamarca, Salta, Jujuy and part of Santiago del Estero. They had an important craft development with a wide range of specialisms connected with metallurgy, weaving and pottery making among other manufacture. The production of these goods was not only related to economy, technology and habitual life but also to ceremonial usage on the part of the elite.


The archaeological remains and references from conquerors and settlers inform about the development of the textile production during several thousands of years, about the importance of that activity in the manufacturing of clothing, shirts or tunics, “ponchos” (capes), blankets, caps and corsets were made by looms, trough the warp technique with spun camel wool mainly. In order to achieve attractive designs they used interwoven warps in red or blue. From evidence of the XVI century, we know that clothing was similar among the “diaguitas” and the “humahuaca” and “chicha”, but the styles were different. Also in the coast area, in hunting, gatherers and fishing communities in the “mataco-mataguayos” groups, they had a fibre weaving  (from “caraguatá”) that still exists in the well-known “yicas”.  In the Cuyo area, land dominated by the Huarpes aborigines, the pieces of clothing found imply the use, by part of this group, of a developed textile technology that included wool weaving and probably vegetable fibres, loom weaving and leather and fur works.�   


The arrival of the Spaniards to the area in the middle of the 16th century and the conquest and colonisation of the territory influenced the local cultures deeply. This influence also changed the textile technology in which the European tradition was imposed making the indigenous uses and techniques disappear. The Araucanian area was less affected by these changes. The goods made in the area were always utilitarian and had to do with clothing, protection or transport. “Ponchos”, shawls and belts were made for dressing, blankets for bed covering, and saddlebags or travelling bags from riding out fit. Women did all the weaving work.


With the arrival of the Spaniards to the current Argentinean territory the indigenous society was torn apart, although ways and stiles of native production were not completely eliminated, but were kept as residual elements of a culture that still exists. The traditional communities and the people of mixed race keep the manufacturing techniques and the visual patterns of indigenous origin in the capitalist society.� There are several reasons, but most important are the following ones: the upkeep of the craft production (textiles, pottery) is a way of solving the problem of rural unemployment and at the same time it reconciles the backwardness and poverty with the natural beauty under the development of a transnational industry like tourism. So the manufacturing of textiles is still made domestically, the goods are used to survive and as an exchange system trough a wide trading network that joins the local economy with the national and international capitalist system.





The colonial textile industry


In the period of the 16th and the 17th centuries, the Spaniards conquered and yielded part of the towns that lived in the current territory. The Spanish people reorganized the space and the political, economical and cultural relations, new urban centres were made and the trading circuits of the period were joined up. The northern part, “Cuyo”, and centre (“Córdoba”) made the typical regions of the colonial industry to satisfy the needs of the local market but little is known about the ways of labour and productive organization. A lot more is known about trading circuits and thus, it is possible to point out that the commercials exchanges that include textiles linked cities that were located far one from the other. From Buenos Aires (the port) to Alto Perú (present Bolivia) the current provinces of Salta, Santiago del Estero and Córdoba were halfway of goods of all kinds, including textiles in the last third of the 16th century, a great deal of goods were available in all the territory and in the 17th century more specialization of production was introduced to satisfy the demand of the mining Altoperuvian market.� 


Considering the available information it can be said that the weaving and spinning production took place in the area of Córdoba, where a short expansive phase between the end of the 16th century and the beginning of the following occurred. During the middle of the 1580s textile manufacturing started to develop with the production of rustic weaving, favoured because of the existence of native labour, the expansion of flocks of sheep and the increasing demand of the Altoperuvian mining market.  Textiles from Córdoba were traded in Potosí and other cities like Asunción and Santa Fe where they were changed by wine and sugar. Textile manufacturing was directed by European people and produced by the indigenous by a system of concession (“encomienda”). These concessions were a basic institution in the colonial economy and through them the Spanish crown imposed on the indigenous a forced link that obliged them to work in personal service to the Spaniards. The “encomendero” was not the owner of the indigenous, but the “concessionaire”, general for life, although in time the system spread through several generations. The “encomendero” had to protect the natives and convert them to Christianity, duties that, in general, were not carried out.


As regards the textile production, the “encomenderos” guided part of the jobs done by the indigenous, who were at their service, such as the making of coarse woollen clothes (“sayales”), linen, stockings, blankets and hats. The raw material, rough wool, came from the big flocks of sheep of the region, although cotton was obtained from the near regions of Santiago del Estero and Catamarca. During the last decade of the 16th century some Europeans established the first textile colonial “obrajes” (workshops). The “obrajes” was a productive unit that joined the different phases of textile production (rapping, spinning, weaving, dyeing) in one place. There, cloth, linen, hats and blankets were made, mainly to be consumed by part of the society with low purchasing power. Some of the “obrajes” changed because of the creation of companies between a “encomendero” and a Spanish craftsman. The former gave the capital and native labour while the latter brought the professional knowledge. The increase in the production from “obrajes” reached its top in 1613, when the textile from Córdoba demand decreased in the Altoperuvian market due to the production from other region such as Asunción (present Paraguay), Catamarca, La Rioja and Alto Perú itself.


At the same time, in the middle of the 17th century the economic power had been moved to the north of Europe while Spain and Portugal were in decline, the change was taken by the Dutch, English and French. These changes had also effects on the American territories with modification on the consumption and production lines and set up increasing demand of raw material. The commerce was oriented to the Atlantic and the Spanish crown had to reorganise the territory and make changes in the trading system. The creation of the Rio de la Plata viceroyalty in 1776, which extended from Alto Perú to Tierra del Fuego and the capital city was Buenos Aires, and of new high court (Audiencias) in Buenos Aires, Cuzco and Caracas were the results of the changes made by the Bourbons.


Between 1776 and 1810 approximately, when the breakdown of the colonial order started, the textile industry together with mining and stockbreeding went on being the most important ones in three areas mainly. In Alto Perú, in Moxos, Chiquitos and Cochabamba provinces, the industry was in general rough and rudimentary, although the textiles from Moxos were better considered because of their superior qualities. In Cochabamba the production of textiles grew considerably and that damaged the industry in Moxos. The magnitude of the increment is reflected on the quantities of people devoted to the production of cloth, as in 1778 there were about 2,000 people and in 1799 the number reached 80,000. In this city the main product was the cotton linen (called “tocuyo”) and the cloths from Cochabamba could be obtained in all the viceroyalty, in Salta, Córdoba and Buenos Aires. With regard to raw material, the great problem of the industry was its supply, mainly cotton that was produced in Perú, Tucumán and other countries. The difficulties to obtain the fibres boosted their growing in Cochabamba with the aim to solve the problem of raw material supply. 


Although in Córdoba del Tucumán the development of the textile industry did not reach the same level as in Alto Perú, they also made “ponchos”, blankets, rags, sack cloths, coarse woollen cloths. On the other hand, in Salta del Tucumán the production was bigger and the industrial centre par excellence was in San Miguel de Tucumán where in family looms cotton or vicuña wool textiles were made. But the most important production area was Santiago del Estero where “ponchos” and carpets were manufactured, mainly by women. 


The colonial textile industry faced some difficulties regarding the extraordinary flow of European goods at low prices, in particular British imports. During 1825 and 1850 the cotton textile price had dropped sharply as a result of the English industrial revolution and this made the import of cotton and woollen goods from England, and woollen and silk fabrics from France easier. On the other hand, the civil war that affected the country for more than a half-century made the circulation of the products difficult and increased prices. Internal and external conflicts arose, weakening the Spanish power, and the colonial crisis was clearly visible. As a result, some important economic changes took place but they did not affect textiles. In the new economic order the textile industry did not have the dynamic role that was so important in other (in particular European) countries. The primary production based on cattle and the import of leather and dried beef became stronger. Some attempts were made to settle factories for the production of cloth and paper. However, lack of infrastructure (the development of the railway network took place in the second half of the 19th century), the limited available capitals, regional and European (the European capital was oriented on government loans and bank loans charged high rate interests that made the offer of money usurious) made the first attempt to set up textiles factories impossible.


 


 The Modern Textile Industry





The Initial Weakness


In the second half of the 19th Century, the transformation to capitalism in Argentina was accelerated with greater integration into the international market in the production of primary goods. The main reason for that transformation was the wool production exported to the Belgian and French markets,� but the increase in the sheep breeding able to produce wool did not stimulate the development of the textile industry or any other related activities. And although there was suitable farmland to grow cotton its production only started to increase during the First World War. 


Wool was the main export product until the 1880s, although the so-called wool “boom” had some problems and was affected by the decrease of the wool international process in the 70s. The drop in prices, the money trouble, and the economic crisis in 1866 and 1873 created a suitable climate to discuss the new economic course of events.


In fact, the first attempt to set up a wool textile industry was made in the following years after the crisis of 1873.� During a short period, the discussion was about the necessity of protecting the industry and diversifying the production; even a partnership to install a factory was tried. But due to a number of factors the efforts failed. The tendency of the international wool price was less negative than during the crisis in 1866, the economic recovery made the interest to stimulate the local industrialisation of wool disappear, and the lack of customs protection and of capitals that found more profit in the primary sector. Neither did the crisis of 1890 have stimulating effects on the sector, nor were imports substituted. This fact contrasts with what happened in other countries where the crisis of 1890 favoured the textile industry. For instance, in Brazil the activity in this sector rose notably in the number of spindles as in the quantity of looms. 


The cotton industry was also in an inferior position because of the lack of cotton, its crops were really low at the end of the 19th century, and the competition of British goods was very important. During a long time, the main local textile companies survived only because of the state demand.� Still, some previous experiments in cotton growing were done with the aim to obtain the necessary raw material for cotton mills. Between 1862 and 1864, during the American Secession War, some cotton plantations were crown supported by the Cotton Supply Association of Manchester that showed the possibility of growing this crop but when the American activities came to a normal situation the plantations were abandoned. At the beginning of the 20th century cotton growing was spread in the colonies of Chaco and Formosa with good results, but lack of credit and the distance between the productive centre and manufacturers made the raw material more expensive and the expected development in the mill industry did not occur. The first cotton mill was established in 1906 with a capital of one million pesos invested in machines and with a productive capacity of 500,000 kilograms per year. The company could not compete against the prices of imported goods that were charged only 5 %, and that was not enough to make the protection effective.� In 1910 there was only one cotton mill that produced about 650 annual tons.


Regarding wool manufacturing, the first wool-knitting factory was organised in Buenos Aires in 1873, although it was not successful. The factory had a wool laundry, rapping, spinning and weaving sections and the plant had a steam machine that made 19 looms work and 60 workers, mainly women and children worked there. Businessmen pressed the parliament to pass protectionist laws or to save the interest of the industry. In 1869 they introduced a project to give funds to promote wool washing and weaving, and in 1877 the Directive Commission of a cloth factory requested a law so the army clothing would be made with cloth produced by them. In 1878 they asked for free import of machines, in 1886 they requested privileges to make wool and vegetal silk. Later on, in 1888 and 1892 they asked privileges to manufacturing weaving. In 1901, 1902, 1903, 1922 different companies asked the exemption of the customs tax for the import of machines, and in 1914 they presented a project to encourage cotton growing and mills. All these claims show the importance that businessmen gave to the state as they considered that it should grant economic rights that made the exploitation of their companies viable. The national state took part at different moments, as promoter of the private economic activities but it was not enough to favour the textile industry growth.


In spite of this, there were several factories in Buenos Aires at the beginning of the 20th century, such as the “Societé per l’esportazione e per l’industria Italo Americana” that had been founded by the Italian businessman Dell’Acqua, the French Prat’s, and Barolo and Company factories or Remigio Montero’s among others.� The names of the companies, the publicity and the tests of the sold goods have to do with imports. This consolidates the image of the industrial importer with not only an interest in the production but in commerce shown by the literature on Argentinean businessmen behaviour.� These industrial importers started to substitute what they bought from abroad in the 30s and 40s when they became “pure industrials”. However, we can state that in many cases they used the import strategy when it was convenient.� Many businessmen, as well as workers, were immigrants, mainly from Italy and Spain, who came to the country attracted by the chances of a promising economy. It is important to remember that European immigrants were an important component of the population increase and the flow of people from Italy was always the largest, followed by Spanish, French, Russian, and Syrian-Lebanese people.


With regards to workers, they requested improvements in the working conditions, particularly in the working day and salaries. They also organised unions in some factories in 1901 and 1905 and newspapers record partial conflicts that have not been studied yet. The history of the working class during 1890-1910 does not include the textile workers as protagonist of the great quantity of partial and general strikes of the period but it does include stevedores, bakers, graphic workers, railway drivers, sailor and foremen.


During the first decade of the 20th century the textile industry developed slowly compared with other sectors of industry. It contained 2,200 companies with a capital of only 121 million contrasted with 800 million of the food industry, for example. Also, the number of workers was smaller than in other industrial activities and workers’ organisation was still limited.





The expansion of the textile industry during the interwar period


The First World War had a positive impact on the growth of some industrial activities. The war caused restrictions in the import of yarn and weaving so the other sectors that were part of the textile industry started to grow and change. From that moment the activity area became more complex, different sectors (cotton, silk, wool) were divided into several areas (spinning mills, silk and knitted fabric, ribbon and elastics). The sector concentrated on wool production, but in the 1920s some changes in public policy were made, favouring the expansion of the cotton textiles. By that time, the decrease in international supply of cotton, due to a pest that affected 16 % of US production, increased the international prices encouraged the expansion of the growing in the North Eastern part of the country. The Agricultural Ministry fostered the expansion of crops through studies, experimental plants, free distribution of seeds among small producers and fomenting immigration. The production of cotton fibres was oriented on exports that centred a limited process of industrialisation.


The development of the textile industry accelerated due to the economic crisis in 1929 when the derivation of the breaches in international commerce led to a substitution of import process. According to Alberto Petrecolla, in the 30s the textile industry industrialized swiftly. The depression did not affect investments in industry, and the number of spindles spread because of the growing number of companies and the increase of the average firm size.� 


The primary textile industry included four sections that produced natural textile fibres: 1) spinning, weaving, and different articles made in wool cloth, cotton and other fibres, including silk mixture; 2) woven and knitted fabrics, cotton or mixture; 3) textiles and silk articles, and 4) stockings. From the 30s manufactured fibres, cellulose or synthetic were introduced. It is a characteristic of the textile industry, the coexistence of concentrated ways of capital and family companies; micro-managerial workshops and self-employ (cuentapropismo). As for the changes that took place in the sector, in the period 1915-1919 the value of the industry was doubled in comparison with the percentages from the beginning of the 20th century, generating a new gap between 1935-1939 (Table 1). According to a report of the Commerce and Industry Chamber, in 1923 there were 162 spinning and textile mills, with a capital of $ 131,000,000 and 16,600 workers, but the national production only covered the 26,5% of the internal consumption. In 1932 the number of spinning and the textile mills was 289 with $ 191,000,000 capital and 35,850 workers.� In 1939 the National Labour Department (DNT, Departamento Nacional del Trabajo) made a new report about the working normal capacity of workers in the textile industry requested by the national house of representatives, the report showed that in 1914 there were 157 textile companies with 9,260 people, and in 1935, there were 436 with 36,815 workers.� 





Table 1: Value added of textiles, compared to some other important groups of industry in Argentina, 1900-1950 (Percentages)





Period�
Textiles�
Food, 


beverages 


and tobacco�
Cloth


ing and 


footwear�
Wood 


products�
Chemicals/


petroleum/


coal products�
Leather products�
Metals products�
�
1900-1904


1905-1909


1910-1914


1915-1919


1920-1924


1925-1929


1930-1934


1935-1939


1940-1944


1945-1949�
4.1


3.3


3.6


6.4


5.5


4.5


7.1


10.8


13.2


14.6�
34.3


27.8


28.8


35.0


31.2


27.7


25.6


26.5


25.6


21.7�
14.9


12.8


10.9


13.5


11.1


10.2


10.3


7.6


6.6


7.1.�
11.4


14.6


11.3


6.4


8.7


7.7


6.3


4.7


5.2


5.2


�
6.7


7.2


7.5


9.6


8.2


9.4


11.5


10.0


11.8


10.6�
5.1


4.9


4.8


6.9


5.7


5.2


5.2


3.2


4.3


3.8�
0.7


0.6


1.1


1.4


3.0


4.8


5.0


10.8


10.3


13.4�
�
Source: Fuente; Alberto C. Petrecolla, Prices, Import, Substitution and Investment in the Argentine Textile Industry (1929-1939) (Buenos Aires, Instituto Torcuato Di Tella, november 1968) pp. 22 and 23.





From all the textile companies, the cotton spinning ones experienced most changes, replacing imports. The expansion in the production of cotton spinning plants was through the installation of new industrial plants and/or the enlargement of the existing ones, and new technology that increased productivity.� In 1920 there were only three cotton spinning factories, in 1931 this number had doubled, to reach 22 in 1939 (Table 2). At the beginning, spinning manufacturing was slow in contrast to weaving, but during the 1930s the spinning industry expanded. In 1930 the number of spindles was 50,000, in 1933 it was 100,000 and in 1935, 215,000. Measured by the quantity of spindles that were installed, the local industry occupied the 24th place in the world rank in 1935. On the other hand, in the spinning mills, the wool investment of capital in this period was low, possibly due to high levels of inactive capacity. The wool and cotton textile sectors introduced more technology innovation combining machinery and intensifying the working rate. 


The knitting industry also expanded in the 20s possibly due to the customs reforms of 1923. When the international crisis broke out, the conditions under which the industry developed changed. The provisional government of Uriburu set the exchange control, raised customs rates by 10 % and the peso suffered a strong devaluation of about 40 % between June 1931 and 1932. National consumption, although affected by the decrease in income from exports, was enough to encourage the increment of the capital investment and textile production. The textile industry in the knitting sector grew because of the installation of small plants, less expensive and with lower technical complexity. In 1933 the knitting industry had 270 factories and 16,000 workers providing almost all the internal consumption. The official economic policy, regarding customs did not support the development of the sector, although it was direct in connection with silk textiles, an activity that went back to the 20’s: Uriburu’s Government reduced customs right of silk textiles to 50 % during 1930. The next year there was a general rise of the fee by 10 % to increase the income. In 1933 the Roca-Runciman Treaty split the consignment for natural silk textiles or artificial mix, giving discounts to the latter; beside this, there was an internal tax that took back the fee impact to that of 1930. In 1937 a law stopped the extra 10 % set in 1931 for silk textiles.� 





Table 2: The cotton spinning industry in Argentina, 1920-1929


Year�
Number of 


establishments�
Number of spindles held (a)�
Cotton consumption in Spinning Mills (metric Tons)�
Cotton Yarm Production (Metric Tons)�
Average Size of Firms (Spindles per establishment)�
�
1920


1921


1922


1923


1924


1925


1926


1927


1928


1929


1930


1931


1932


1933


1934


1935


1936


1937


1938


1939�
3


3


4


4


5


5


5


5


5


5


5


6


6


7


10


18


19


22


23


22�
14,100


14,100


18,300


26,500


34,600


40,600


43,000


43,000


43,000


50,000


52,000


60,000


80,000


100,000


140,000


215,000


262,000


309,034


328,906


331,950�
802


1,232


1,779


1,755


2,524


3,078


3,774


4,069


4,766


4,751


4,818


5,944


8,152


9,647


13,444


18,945


24,397


30,589


28,853


34,568�
645


938


1,291


1,292


2,156


2,624


3,282


3,488


4,111


4,052


4,068


5,023


6,959


8,177


11,542


15,897


20,792


15,713


24,372


29,016�
4,700


4,700


4,575


6,625


6,920


8,120


8,600


8,600


8,600


10,000


10,400


10,000


13,333


14,286


14,000


13,440


13,817


14,000


14,300


15,088�
�
Source: Junta nacional de Algodón, La industrialización de la fibra de algodón en la República Argentina, Annual, Reports, mimeos. (a)  The figures correspond to spindles held by the industry at dec.31 st of each year. Alberto C. Petrecolla, Prices, Import, Substitution and Investment in the Argentine Textile Industry (1929-1939) (Buenos Aires, Instituto Torcuato Di Tella, november 1968), p. 59).





In contrast, in this period new foreign companies were established to produce locally, the goods that they imported before. Between 1931 and 1943, about seven big textile factories were located, such as Ducilo S.A., that opened its plant in 1937 accentuating the process of import substitution in the silk industry, the partnership belonged to Industrias Químicas Argentina Duperial (Duperial Chemistry Industry) that had been made integrated by the American Company Du Pont and the British Imperial Chemical Industries in 1934.� Other Americans companies settled producing cotton spinning and weaving, like Sudamtex S.A. (1934) and Anderson Clayton (1935) that also took part in the cotton separation and the oil production.


The expansion lasted the whole decade, including not only textiles but also cotton, wool and rayon spinning, and it was only partially interrupted by the great imports from Japan and Italy that generated a crisis between 1937 and 1938. In the post-war period, it was necessary to re-equip the textile industry and take decisions on the economic policy regarding the textile market. In the first case, during the European conflict a textile machinery industry had appeared to satisfy the industry demand. In 1938 Sedalana S.A. created an auxiliary section to repair machines. In August 1942 Talleres Coghlan opened with 600 workers and 40 technicians, and apart from repairing textile machines, it produced others to manufacture cotton-rapping textiles, machinery for weaving, dyeing and sizing. The production of this company was against the European manufacturers who were trying to place their obsolete machines here, which the Argentinean Company qualified as secondary industrial policy. By the end of 1945, the Economy and Industrial Politics Office of the Industry Secretary favoured the institution of previous permits to acquire machinery to avoid the import of obsolete capital goods, measure supported by the Confederación Argentina de Industrias Textiles (CAIT, Textile Industry Argentinean Confederation).�


As for the state supervision on the internal textile market, in 1939 the Congress passed Law 12591 of supplying to avoid an increase in prices and top prices were fixed. Also, restrictions to textile exports were imposed as it was considered that the internal demand was not being suitable supplied. In April 1943 the export of silk and rayon textile goods was prohibited, a year later previous permits were given to the exportation of cotton goods, and in June 1944 the export of cotton, wool and blend weaving and textiles was banned. At the beginning of the following year the exportation of goods for weaving machinery as prohibited, the requirements for previous permits for the export of fibre, cotton waste, weaving, textiles and linen manufactured articles was extended. The objective of all these measures was to maintain the increase of internal prices trough the revocation of the new export tendency.


The development of the industry was unequal, as there were companies with big and modern plants, which introduced machinery and could adapt to changes more quickly, and others, which were smaller with high expenses and depended on the market protection. In the 30s the big factories were Alpargatas, Campomar, Ducilo, Grafa and Sudamtex with between 2,000 to 7,000 workers each. For instance, Campomar had 2,500 workers, Grafa had about 3,000 workers and 200 clerks and Alpargata employed about 7,000 people. There were other smaller factories, for example The Patent Knitting Co. with about 500 workers and was part of an association of smaller and medium factories located in some areas of the Buenos Aires City and in the suburbs, such as San Martín.� Many of those small and medium companies grew under the protection and gradual increase in consumption, mainly in popular sectors that widened the opportunities for commerce and production. A recent research report on a rise of 79.7 % in the textile production and this level was higher than manufacturing in general (51.4%) in 1939-1963.� 


As for the work process, little is known. The basic process of transformation of textile fibres (cotton) was relatively simple. First, the fibres went through mechanic processes of cleaning and then they became continuous and regular threads of predetermined diameters, which underwent stretching and twisting processes. Once the thread was obtained, it was woven and finally, high finish characteristics were given to the fabric taking care of its aspect and texture.� This process was made in simple places where machines and workers were distributed in such a way that all tasks were carried out in a continuous form. As in any industrial activity, jobs are divided but the conceptual system and the scientific work organisation as seen in the meat packing industry are not incorporated. This does not mean lack of technicians, modern machinery or the extension of the jobs done by workers.�


The transformation of the textile industry was accompanied by an increment of the number of  employees. Between 1930 and 1934 workers in the silk weaving factories grew from 2,300 to 8,990, in wool weaving and spinning mills from 7,150 to 11,000, in cotton weaving mills from 5,850 to 9,770 and in the knitting industry from 14,000 to 17,000. The employment rate in the textile industry in Buenos Aires almost tripled the average of 1929 (Table 3). Most of the workers were young women (the percentages range between 63 and 75) and even children workers, although it cannot be compared with child’s labour in the earlier period of industrialisation in other countries.


The textile industry workers were not an elite as railroad engineer drivers were. Most of them were disqualified workers and could easily be replaced by other workers, although they need more training than other workers without qualifications like the ones in the meat packing industry do.� Weavers were the most specialised sector.


Table 3: Index of Employment in the Textile Industry in Buenos Aires, 1929-1945 (1929 =100)





Year�
Employment Index�
�
1929


1930


1931


1932


1933


1934


1935


1936


1937


1938


1939


1940


1941


1942


1943


1944


1945�
100


100.8


105.2


117.5


132.7


151.6


181.2


209.7


224.5


211.5


218.9


241.0


254.1


276.3


298.2


289.2


290.4


�
�
Source: DNT, Investigaciones sociales, 1940, p.36, Dirección de Estadística Social, Investigaciones sociales, 1943-1945, p. 62.





With regard to the origin of the employed labour force, in 1936 60% of the workers (men and women) were Argentinean, about 11 % were Spanish and Italian, while between 4 and 2 % were Polish, German and Yugoslavian. But with the decrease of immigration, the labour force was nationalised and foreign workers vanished from the activity.


Working conditions depend on the size of factories and their location. In the smaller ones the hygiene and security conditions were worse than in big factories. Besides, the ones located in the provinces had more possibilities of escaping from the control of weak state institutions like the DNT (National Labour Department) that was in charge of inspecting labour conditions. Heat, humidity and cotton particles floating in the air causing several illnesses. As for trade unions, some had been organised in some factories in the previous period, but in 1921 the FOIT (Federación Obrera de la Industria Textil/Workers Federation of the Textile Industry) was arranged. Unlike the previous period more labour conflicts are recorded, mainly in plant located in the city of Buenos Aires.


A new feature in the 30s with regard to workers organisation was the existence of more than one trade union and the arguments between unionist, socialist and communists. In the 20s, the UOT (Unión Obrera Textil/Textile Union Workers) was led by Syndicalists unions, and during a short period by Communists who lost that position in 1928. When the economic crisis and the military coup that took place in 1930 the FOIT almost disappeared and although the UOT was still working, it could not stop the dismissals on the salary reduction that followed the military coup. The qualified weavers were the ones who defended the working conditions and salaries. The Socialists also led the UOT, which took some conflicts, but as they were not so popular it did not attract the government’s attention like strikes held by other groups of workers. Besides, the government was not so hostile with socialists as it was with communists. Communism was the “red threat” for the conservative governments of the period, among other reasons, because they had organised several industrial unions for construction and food.


The textile workers organised in a union that was against the socialists, but 1936 they joined and two years later; the communists dominated the UOT. In 1936 there were two trade unions in the textile sector that had 5,550 members, in 1941 this figure had risen to 12,504.� That same year, the union led by Jorge Michellón had about 10,000 members.� The presence of the communists in the UOT combined with the general growth of membership and the trade unions led to strikes in the textile sector in the late 30s. The relationship between socialists, communists and syndicalists was visibly difficult not only in the textile sector but also with the CGT (Confederación General del Trabajo/General Labour Confederation) that had been organised in September 1930. The demands were similar in the different companies: salary rise, to engage dismissed workers and/or union leaders again. The most important change was the pressure of the trade unions to sign collective bargaining in the cotton, wool and silk branches. In April 1936, the UOT pressed this treaty to be signed, especially in the wool sector. The claims had to do with salaries, right of association, abolition of favouritism, rotation of workers instead of dismissals, to engage dismissed workers because of union matters and the creation of a joint committee between workers and businessmen to discuss problems. Besides, it requested the supervision of the DNT and the Labour Provincial Department in the province of Buenos Aires.� 


The textile workers’ movement was very active between 1935 and 1937 (Table 4) and the favoured collective bargaining in the wool sector helped the cotton, silk and stocking sectors negotiations. But this success was not permanent and the political and economic conflicts produced by the World War II affected the trade unions that deepened the gap between communist, socialists and syndicalists. 





Table 4: Strikes and Union Meetings in the Textile Industry in Buenos Aires, 1935-1945





Year�
Number of strikes �
Number of Union meetings�
�
1935


1936


1937


1938


1939


1940


1941


1942


1943


1944


1945�
13


19


12


7


4


10


3


10


12


3


7�
460


506


574


539


737


682


448


431


155


119


315�
�



Source: DNT, División de Estadística. Estadística de las huelgas, Buenos Aires, 1940, p. 49, Estadística de las huelgas 1940, Buenos Aires, 1941, p. 9; Investigaciones sociales 1940, p. 45; Investigaciones sociales 1941, Buenos Aires, 1942, p. 88; Investigaciones sociales 1942, Buenos Aires, 1943, pp. 88, 95; Dirección de Estadística Social, Investigaciones sociales, 1943-1945, pp. 17, 56-59.





In the 1930s Business Chambers were created, that represented the different sectors in which the industry was divided. In 1932 the Confederación Argentina de la Industria Textil (Argentinean Confederation of the Textile Industry) and the Cámara Industrial de la Seda (Industrial Chamber of Silk) were organised, and they joined to the UIA (Unión Industrial Argentina/ Argentinian Industrial Union). In 1934 the Asociación Textil Argentina (Argentinean Textile Association) was organised, in 1936 the Asociación Fabricantes de Punto y Anexos (Association of Knitting Manufacturers), and in 1944 the Asociación Fabricantes de Tejidos de Rayón (Association of Rayon Knitting Manufacturers) were founded.


By 1945 the textile industry completed a development that had started as a consequence of the international crisis of 1929. The change in relative prices, the reduction in the Argentinean capacity to import and to exchange control had given the possibility to the incipient textile industry, concentrated mainly in manufacturing wool, to begin an expansion process that reached the war years. That expansion not only included the substitution of weaving imports but also wool, cotton and rayon weaving. That expansion had taken place without modern machinery, and through the engagement of a cheap labour force, which had increased because of the crisis. War made the textile imports impossible and intensified the substitutive process. Due to lack of conditions of international market, it managed to export to South American and South African markets.





Table 5: Changes in the factory and in the textile industry: worlerks and production, Argentina, 1939-63








Year�



Workers�



% of growth�



Production �



% of growth�
�



Manufactures�



�



�



�



�
�



1939�



619.721�



�



 56.970.00�



�
�



1946�



938.387�



+  34,0�



111.714.280�



+  51,4�
�



1950�



923.824�



-  1,56�



129.931.000�



+  14,0�
�



1963�



908.753�



-  1,7�



197.881.772�



+  34,4�
�



Textiles�



�



�



�



�
�



1939�



 96.732�



�



  2.664.577�



�
�



1946�



117.110�



+  17,8�



 13.133.923�



+  79,7�
�



1950�



153.876�



-  24,0�



 19.297.725�



+  32,0�
�



1963�



106.029�



-  31,0�



 20.973.306�



+   8,0�
�



Fuente: Liliana Acero in collaboration with Claudia Minoliti, Alejandra Robania and Irma Nora Perez Vichech: Textile Workers in Brazil and Argentina. A Study of the Interrelationships between Works and Households, United Nations University Press, Hong Kong, 1991, p. 177.








Table 6: Evolution of the textile industry Argentina, 1914-1939





Year�
Establishments�
Capital $ m/n�
Value of 


production 


$ m/n �
Value of 


raw materials 


prima $ m/n�
Personal �
Fuerza motriz (motores primarios y de corriente eléctrica comp.) HP�
�
1914


1923


1932


1935


1937


1938


1939 (*)�
2.317


250


380


672


908


921


753�
27.200.000


160.000.000


205.000.000


211.200.000


-


-


-�
29.200.000


120.000.000


210.000.000


261.200.000


348.000.000


324.000.000


285.900.000�
16.400.000


-


-


181.500.000


233.000.000


213.000.000


163.100.000�
12.500


19.000


37.000


49.500


61.000


54.000


63.000�
8.600


-


-


58.000


82.000


-


-�
�
(*) It doesn't include cotton clearing  and wool laundries.  


Source: Adolfo Dorfman, Cincuenta años d eindustrialización en la Argentina. Desarrollo y Perspectivas (Buenos Aires, Solar, 1983), p. 376





The textile industry under Peron’s Government


The textile industry kept increasing during the government of Juan Domingo Perón but at a lower pace. Unlike other branches, it did not receive a specific policy during this period, including the Industrial Foment bill that encouraged the world and cotton production.� The first five-year economic plan included production objectives that the sector should reach in 1951 and 1952. The Second Quinquenial Plan placed the industry in the last place together with the food industry between the priorities of the industrial policy. On the other hand, the price control policy intended to set limits to the costs of living increased generated problems with the sector. As the government was worried about the price rise, cotton textiles had to adapt to the maximum prices policy. The government ordered to give 10% of its production in order to assure the knitting industry supply. Besides, to avoid speculative activities in the commercialisation chain, business deals between wholesalers and retailers were banned.


Maximum prices for textile articles of domestic use and women’s clothing were set and later included men’s and children’s. The price control system involved manufacturers, dressmakers, wholesalers and retailers the businessmen and traders’ reaction was to keep their articles causing shortage of goods. All these measures increased the lack of some textile goods like cotton textiles. The policy to maintain prices failed and during 1947 the government had to take other measures. In June of the same year, the Bill 14, 642, according to the new attribution of the Law 12,987/47 confiscated the production and stocks, the revocation of the treaty between manufacturers and whole sales and price freeze taking them back to August 1946, also, a mixed Committee of Repression to Speculation was created. The government’s decisions caused anxiety with businessmen who showed their disagreement and started to take measures that were against the workers of the sector. For instance, some expansion plans were cancelled in important companies such as “La Fábrica Argentina de Alpargatas”, that called off the construction of a fine canvas factory due to costs and union conflicts. The government accentuated policies in order to oppose speculation and those policies included businessmen. On September 19th 1947 an official report revealed that Sudamtex made great profits, increasing prices artificially for retailers through business deal with big firms connected with it and so did Sedalana S.A. 


Difficulties persisted during Peron’s two presidencies and the government had to change the maximum price system by another one that transferred the increases of production costs to prices. Trading was seriously affected by the government policy, as practically, business deals were banned between factories and wholesales and they had to work with their habitual customers. Between October 1947 and February 1949 the textile manufacturers got free from the imposed because of the constant increase of production costs due to the application of the regimen of maximum utilities system. But in February 1949 the economic policy was changed when Alfredo Gómez Morales took over the Economic Ministry starting with pressures again. Bill 4,995 reduced the percentages of maximum utilities established and the transfer of prices to salary rise was banned in order to stop inflation. Maximum prices and the maintenance of salary level reduced profits in a time when sales started to stagnate as a consequence of inflation. Besides, businessmen were damaged due to lack of inputs, parts and machinery because of a decrease in the available foreign exchange to import.


Between 1946 and 1951 the textile industry had to bear a policy of price control by reason of the incidence of its production in the cost of living. In the first stage, between June 1946 and June 1947 the bills that set maximum prices were kept, mainly for the spinning area, and at the same time, agreements with businessmen were made to set production lines subject to maximum prices, and the policy of price control was accentuated. A month later the maximum prices were restarted, and it allowed to charge cost increase. This system lasted until September 1949 when maximum prices were re-introduced. As in the first stage this new freeze reduces company profits in a moment in which the textile demand was weak. Al most a year later, in August 1950, highest costs could be computed eliminating profit compression. In March 1952 maximum prices were re-introduced but by this time the industry had to face an important recession because of the decrease of the internal demand. Due to the show recovery that took was set again, the failure of the official policy was clearly seen in 1954 when the renovation of the collective bargaining made the state recognise the price rises caused by new salary agreements. 


Price control is not the only matter to be considered in an analysis of the industry under Perón’s Government. We also have to consider the customs policy, as when the World War II finished, businessmen were worried about the international commerce and the interest of British to recover the local markets may stars with importation again. Regarding customs, the official policy was based on the previous permit system and import fees and not on the change of the customs rates as manufacturers suggested. In fact, there was no elaborated policy of substitution of textile imports, because the government gave preference to the supply of the internal market.


Textile imports included aspects that were not connected with the necessity of the industry as for example bilateral trading treaty. From 1946 to1948 treaties between Great Britain, Brazil, Spain and Switzerland were signed, which implied the importance of different quantities of spinning and textiles. Textile exports were damaged in 1943 because of the fees and export previously permitted were imposed until the end of the decade in order to reach the internal supply. Besides, industrial competition was also affected by the tendency to the exchange revaluation that was steady between 1945 and 1955. Although, from 1950 the government gave exchange facilities to encourage exports, they did not re-activate because the facilities did not counteract money revaluation. At the same time, it was impossible to import modern machinery, and obsolete technology was a factor that made local textile competition worse, especially in the wool industry.


As for labour policy during the Peronism, evidence shows that its aim was to give social benefits to all workers, to control labour conflicts and support the organisation of unions in all industrial sectors.� Regarding trade unions, 1945 was a key year when Perón was building his relationship with the workers. The basis of that policy was to create parallel unions to the ones controlled by socialists and communists, which happened at UOT and industries such as food, clothing, footwear and wood. The new trade union grew very quickly, and from that moment, there was a close relationship with Perón.� However, the years under Peronism faced conflicts and there were many strikes, in spite of national authorities’ wish to maintain social peace. The reasons for those conflicts were numerous: a salary rise could be requested, like in the wool strike of 1946 that included 30,000 workers, lasted three weeks and finished with favourable results for workers; or to go on strike due to the dismissal of two AOT delegates like in the Villa Flandria textile company, that finished including the industry of all the province of Buenos Aires because of the intransigent management. 


On the other hand, once the international trade was organised, in some sector such as stockings, strike feelings were feared. Some strikes took place even after salary and working conditions agreements had been signed, requesting a minimum working day of 36 hours per week. ATA (Asociación Textil Argentina/Argentinian Textile Association) and the Asociación Fabricantes de Medias de la Confederación Argentina e Industrias Textiles (Association of Stocking Manufacturers of the Argentinian Confederation of Textiles Industry) asked the Labour Secretary José María Freyre for state supervision, as the risk that manufacturers could not carry out the agreements of the Industry Office was high. Moreover, the president of the Mixed Committee of Repression to the Speculation was warned that the AOT wanted to extend the movement of all unions in the country. The firms requested that the unemployment insurance depended on the state, and they would consider the working hours guarantee was exclusive sphere of the state intervention. They also claimed the illegality of strikes as they implied extortion to the state and industry owners and finally they held in their positions firmly as they considered that the Labour Secretary was not willing to negotiate.


Beside this, businessmen refused the unionist request of including managing, vigilance and administration personnel to the agreement; changes on the might work laws and the seniority scale. After 46 days of stroke the 36 hours’ guarantee was granted to the union and that was refused by the ATA. In October 1947 another strike took place, it lasted eight days and included the cotton industry. Organised by the AOT it involved more than 70,000 workers, the companies dismissed union delegates in over 250 factories and the government participation favoured businessmen. In 1948, the CGT supervise the trade union due to conflicts in the industry any workers’ strikes. After the strikes in the cotton sector in October 1947 there were no conflicts in the industry, in 1950 the ATA and the Federación Argentina de la Industria Textil (Argentinean Federation of Textile Industry), ex CAIT, claimed the authorities against the requests on salary rises that were considered inadequate in the new moment whose main characteristics were the decrease in sales and the establishment of maximum prices. For businessmen the problem was in the workers’ lack of discipline and they reported on absence and working reluctance. 





The textile industry decay


Between 1930 and 1970 was the most favourable period for the development of the textile industry when the sector grew sharply even with serious conflicts connected with the peronist government. Between 1925-1950 the average growth rate was 10% per year favoured by the internal market, and during the peronist period, by the income distribution policy. Although the price control policy led to many problems, between 1950-1970 the annual average growth rate was 2.5% per year. The slow growth was seen, for example, because of the decease in the employed staff. In 1960 there were 26,530 employed people in cotton mills, in 1970 this figure had been fallen to 16,487.� The 85% of production and employment belonged to companies with more than 10,000 spindles. Although in decay, the industry was modern and mature compared to international ones, as small familiar factories were not important.


As a whole the textile industry activities fell in the 70s, with the exception of the 1973-1975 period when there was some stimulus as a result of the low of industrial encouragement (Tables 7 and 8). In the 70s the companies producing cotton and wool textile fibres had to face a lot of problems due to fluctuations in the demand and from 1983 the conflicts got worse.� In 1980 there were 58 cotton mills with over 1,100,000 spindles.� Most of the factories were located in the capital city and in the province of Buenos Aires. The industry was of 45 cotton mills, 200 textile mills and 5,900 looms. The difficulties of the sector had to do with more financial necessities that made businessmen nationalise expenses and also close some factories, as it is the case of Linotex and Nihon Reori, and dismissals and suspension of staff became general.




















Table 7: Physical volume of the textile production, 1971-1981. Index bases 1970=100  


  


Years�
Indexes�
�
1971


1972


1973


1974


1975


1976


1977


1978


1979


1980


1981�
104,5


104,6


111,6


119,8


114,2


97,1


118,2


102,0


114,2


94,7


77,8�
�



Source: Evolución de la industria manufacturera 1970-1981, República Argentina, Ministerio de Economía, Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas y Censos, pp. 15-20.








Table 8; Indicator of  Textil Industry Activity, 1974-1989


 Index Base 1970 = 100





Year�
Production �
Workers�
�
1974


1975


1976


1977


1978


1979


1980


1981


1982


1983


1984


1985


1986


1987


1988


1989


�
119,8


114,2


100,5


118,2


102,0


114,2


94,7


77,8


79,2


92,7


98,0


75,2


93,1


87,7


83,6


84,3


�
105,6


109,2


105,3


96,9


84,7


75,8


60,3


45,6


48,4


52,7


58,6


52,1


50,3


49,4


44,1


47,7


�
�



Source: Anuario 90, Tendencias económicas, La economía Argentina, Instituto Nacional de Estadísiticas y Censos (INDEC),  p. 320.





As for textiles of cellulose and synthetic fibres, they grew at the expense of the rest of the textile activity based on the national fibres process, but from 1980 there was an important withdrawal of manufacturing and trading operating with an average of 30-35% of inactive capacity.� The causes from the owners’ point of view were because of the right increase in production costs and the incidence of financial duties that prevented them from setting competitive prices, the low purchasing power of popular sector due to a fall in the working day, the cancellation of shifts and extra hours, suspensions and personnel dismissals. As a consequence of all these factors, several factories such as Sudamtex, AMAT, Alpesa and La Bernalesa were in crisis and others; for example Hirlon, Prenyl, Beccar, Reysol and Poliamidas Argentinas closed. The textile factories were seriously damaged due to imported textiles and pieces of clothing and several factories stopped working.


The decay of the industry was faster during the last military dictatorship (1976-1983) and the economic policies taken by the Minister José Alfredo Martínez de Hoz. The new military government intended to revert the dynamics and productive conditions produced by the substitutive industrialisation due to its supposed inefficiency regarding the international market, the discriminations produced in relation with the agricultural production, and in particular due to social conditions and the kind of political alliances created, as they were the basis for the popular successive projects. The economic re-arrangement was based on a strict control of the state system and the discipline of workers. The new economic policy eliminated the redistribution of income towards popular sectors reducing education and health expenses dramatically, the military and security budget was raised, productive companies that belonged to the state were privatised and the public companies linked closely with oligopoly firms. All the initiatives that in different periods took part of the economic programme in the military management produced desindustrialisation.� The opening of the economy and the import of clothes and textiles from eastern Asia, especially from China, affected the industry strongly.


Later, in the 1990s, the neo-liberal policies with a wider opening of the economy made the industry practically disappear. Factories and workshops were closed to produce desindustrialisation scene that also affected other sector of industry. Unemployment grew, restricting seriously the population’s consumption capacity. As a whole, there was a general fall in the demand of industrial textile articles, which was accentuated with the illegal trade of articles of clothing that according to textile businessmen produced $ 700 million/year evasion. Besides the important volume of smuggled goods sold in the local market as a consequence of the illegal import from countries with low production costs like the Asian ones.� 


Since the serious crisis that broke out in December 2001 a steady recovery of the sector has started. With the peso devaluation, a fall in imports was caused and this made industry regain part of the internal market, besides, imports from Brazil and Asia stopped. During 2002, the substitution of textiles reached 50 % and 70 % in garment, the sector activity increased four times compared the last three months of the year 2001 with the last one of 2002. Since the end of 2001 and according to press information and chambers of commerce, about 100 small and medium Companies (with between 4 and 10 workers each) have reopened their doors and many more are investing and opening new shops.� 


As for the labour plane, the working experience can be divided into two stages. From the military coupe of 1955 to the one in 1976, workers claimed better salaries and they got involved in the political conflicts of the different governments. At the beginning of this stage, in all companies there was strong “revenge” that produced resistance in factories. To face “desperonisation” policy workers chose peronist delegates in theirs unions. For instance, at Alpargatas, the most important Textile Company of the country, over 12,000 workers voted “peronist” union lists. The confirmation of the “peronist” power among factory workers took place whenever a salary rise was requested and about labour agreements. That produced debates about clauses related to rationalisation and incentive and the power limitation in the internal committees. Businessmen only accepted to discuss renewal of the collective bargaining when some trade unions started to become weak due to their offensive.


The textile industry was at the head of the employers’ intransigence the FITA  (Federación de la Industria Textil Argentina/Federation of Argentinean Textile Industry) agreed salary rises under the condition that unions accepted clauses on production rationalisation. The textile workers went on many strikes, some with demoralising results as in 1959 and 1960, also the AOT ordered to work according to regulations in the main plants of the country. The employers’ reply was immediate. Alpargatas and Sudamtex, companies that directed the sector, dismissed a mass of employees including whole internal committees. Workers took control of the plants and the police cleared them out of the factories immediately. As the internal organisation got weaker, companies imposed their rules, as they wanted. Rationalisation implied, at least in big companies, the realisation of movement-time studies. Finally the national union accepted in 1961 to sign treaty declaring the applicability of the productivity plans.� On the other hand, a model of union’s organisation was consolidating; whose direction was able to control any section that according to authorities would commit any act of indiscipline or irregularities. Moreover, the Professional Association Law guaranteed the negotiation rights of the union heads regardless of rival trade unions. All unions, not only the textile one, controlled important financial resources from workers’ compulsory contributions and from assistance fees that were used for different services. Although it was a common feature of trade unions organisations, to be in charge of large sums of money made peronist unions corrupted. An important but not rich union like the AOT received millions of pesos under the heading of assistance fees and the employers’ contributions to social services. The AOT gave medical care and tourist facilities to its members, as it owned hotels and camping sites to go on holidays in Córdoba and Mar del Plata. However, the power of textile union leaders got weakens when problems in the industry development increased.


From the military stroke of 1976 the union had big difficulties due to two converging reasons. On one hand, the repression of the military dictatorship extended to all labour sectors. They wanted to destroy the type of workers union organisation established during the second half of the 20th century, and to some extent, the trade union organisations had to resist the measures imposed by the military regime.


The military government closed the labour union organisations and supervised the CGT and the most important unions like the metallurgic union workers (UOM), the mechanic union (SMATA), the telephone workers (FOETRA), the textile workers association (AOT), the union of state oil workers (SUPE), just to mention some of them. The armed forces were implacable in chasing union leaders, including those who in the past had fluid communication with military governments. Their policy was to achieve the subordination of the unions; otherwise they made them illegal with the aid of state bodies like the Ministry of Work.� On the other hand, the industry’s decay, factory shutdowns, and workers dismissals produced during the 80s and 90s made trade unions weak, making them almost disappear.





Conclusions





The first conclusion is historiography: the economic and social histories in Argentina have not paid appropriate attention to the study of different industrial sectors including the textile industry.


History period (1650-2000) corresponds to the development of textiles in Europe, as regards the Argentinean case, the indigenous and colony production had to be examined, but there are no studies about production organisation. Observations come from the bibliography on commercial circuits.


The biggest development in the textile industry took place between the first and World War II due to difficulties to import the goods produced in the sector. In spite of the importance of wool production and cotton growing, this did not lead to its industrialisation but in many cases primary good exports were maintained. The insertion of synthetic, polyamides, polyester and polypropylene fibres was the results of the entry of foreign capitals.


The growth of the sector did not lead to a transformation in the colony industry as it happened in other Latin American countries.


Towards 1945 the industry completed its development cycle without importing modern machinery. The key of expansion was the incorporation of labour force. The most favourable period for the development of the textile production due to internal market control was between 1930 and 1970. From 1976 problems in the sector got more serious because of imports, as well as smuggling.


From the point of view of companies, the sector was heterogeneous, as the big companies that controlled market coexisted with a bigger number of medium and small businesses. Companies did not integrate vertically as it occurred in the meat packing industry and only in same historical periods they signed commercial treaty.


As for work organisation, control techniques and some aspects related with the scientific work organisation were introduced from the 30s.


Companies were located mainly in the city of Buenos Aires and in the province of Buenos Aires, later with the industrial locating plans in the 70s some were opened in the provinces. Industry was mainly urban and factories with small towns for workers typical of rural locations were not common.


Workers were specially foreigners at the beginning but with the decrease of immigration they were nationalised slowly. From the middle of the 20th century they are mostly natives. The textile industry employed women; there was a clear difference between qualified and skilled workers. Foremen and chief of sector had to do with a long labour carrier. Working conditions depended on the size of the production unit but with the extent of social benefits that went with the consolidation of trade unions, the improvements were clear. It is more difficult to give a suitable view about life conditions, as there are no available reports about real salaries and purchasing power.


Regarding trade unions, at the beginning they were weak, they grew in the 30’s and they got stronger during the Peronism. With the industry decay they lost importance.














NOTES








Mirta Zaida Lobato            National overview Argentina, Textile conference IISH, 11-13 Nov. 2004	





�PAG  �








�PAG  �1�











� Miriam Tarrago (directora), Los pueblos originarios y la conquista, Nueva Historia Argentina Vol. 1, (Buenos Aires, Sudamericana, 2000).  


� Catalina Teresa Michieli, Aportes para la caracterización y la historia de la textilería en Cuyo, (San Juan, Argentina, Universidad Nacional de San Juan, Facultad de Humanidades y Artes, Instituto de Investigaciones Antropológicas y Museo, 1984), pp 18-19 and 24-25.


� Néstor García Canclini, Las culturas populares en el capitalismo (México, Editorial Nueva Imagen, 1982), pp. 133-162.


� Pedro Santos Martínez, Las industrias durante el virreinato (1776-1810),(Buenos Aires, Eudeba, 1969), pp. 38-50 and Vilma Miletich “El Río de la Plata en la economía colonial” in Enrique Tandeter (director), La sociedad colonial,  Nueva Historia Argentina, Vol. II (Buenos Aires, Sudamericana, 2000), pp. 145-188.


� Hilda Sabato, Capitalismo y ganadería en Buenos Aires: la fiebre del lanar 1850-1890, (Buenos Aires, Sudamericana, 1989).


� José Panettieri, Síntesis histórica del desarrollo industrial argentino (Buenos Aires, Ediciones Macchi, 1969), pp. 20-28; José Carlos Chiaramonte,  Nacionalismo y liberalismo económicos en la Argentina (Buenos Aires, Solar/Hachette, 1971).


� Fernando Rocchi, “Consumir es un placer. La industria y la expansión de la demanda en Buenos Aires a la vuelta del siglo pasado”, Desarrollo Económico, 148, Vol. 37 (1998).


� Alberto Cassagne Serres, La política comercial argentina relacionada con las industrias nacionales (Tesis presentada a la Facultad de Ciencias Económicas para optar al grado de doctor, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Facultad de Ciencias Económicas, 1916).


� F. J. Scardin, La Argentina y el trabajo (Buenos Aires, 1906) pp.520-528, Adolfo Dorfman, Historia de la industria argentina, (Buenos Aires, Solar/Hachette, 1970), pp.79-81,135-141, 373-380.


� Fernando Rocchi, “En busca del empresariado perdido: los industriales argentinos y las tesis de Jorge Federico Sábato”, Entrepasados, 10 (1996), pp. 67-106 and Jorge Schvarzer, Empresarios del pasado. La Unión Industrial Argentina, (Buenos Aires, Cisea/Imago Mundi, 1991.


� Fernando Rocchi, “En busca del empresariado perdido: los industriales argentinos y las tesis de Jorge Federico Sábato”, Entrepasados, 10 (1996), pp. 67-106.


� Alberto C. Petrecolla, Prices, Import Substitution  and Investment in the Argentine Textile Industry (1920-1939), (Buenos Aires, Instituto Torcuato Di Tella, November 1968), pp 57 and 60.


� Claudio F.  Bellini, Industria y Política. Estados, empresarios e industrialización en los años de Perón, 1943-1955, Capítulo: La industria textil (Tesis doctoral, Facultad de Filosofía y Letras, Universidad de Buenos Aires, 2003).


� Industria Textil. Capacidad normal de trabajo de los obreros de la industria textil, especialmente mujeres y menores (Departamento Nacional de Trabajo, Buenos Aires, 12 de junio de 1939), pp 5 and 6. Alejandro E. Bunge: Una nueva argentina (Buenos Aires, Hyspamérica, 1984), pp.193-218.


� Industria Textil. Capacidad normal de trabajo de los obreros de la industria textil, especialmente mujeres y menores (Departamento Nacional de Trabajo, Buenos Aires, 12 de junio de 1939), pp 5 and 6.


� Claudio F.  Bellini, Industria y Política. Estados, empresarios e industrialización en los años de Perón, 1943-1955 (Capítulo: La industria textil (Tesis doctoral, Facultad de Filosofía y Letras, Universidad de Buenos Aires, 2003).


� Oscar Colman, “La industria textil y la reconversión extensiva del sector industrial argentino”, Ciclos, 2 (1992), pp. 149-150,  Eduardo Jorge, Industria y concentración económica. Desde principios de siglo hasta el peronismo (Buenos Aires, Siglo XXI, 1973) y Ducilo, 1937-1967. Crónica de una industria para industrias (Buenos Aires, Ducilo, 1967).


� Claudio F.  Bellini, Las políticas industriales del peronismo, Capítulo1, La industria textil (Manuscrito, 2003).


� Mirta Zaida Lobato, La vida en las fábricas. Trabajo protesta y política en una comunidad obrera (Tesis de doctorado, Universidad de Buenos Aires, 1999), pp.  11 and Torcuato Di Tella, “La Unión Obrera Textil, 1930-1945”, in  Torcuato S. Di Tella  (compilador) Sindicatos como los de antes … (Buenos Aires, Editoria Biblos-Fundación Simón Rodríguez, 1993) pp. 169-214.


� Liliana Acero in collaboration with Claudia Minoliti, Alejandra Robania and Irma Nora Perez Vichech: Textile Workers in Brazil and Argentina. A Study of the Interrelationships between Works and Households (Honh Kong, United Nations University Press, 1991), pp. 165-177.


� Enrique Pedraza, La industria textil argentina (Tesis presentada a la Facultad de Ciencias Económicas para optar al grado de doctor, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Facultad de Ciencias Económicas, 1946), pp. 510-520.


� Mirta Zaida Lobato, El "taylorismo" en la gran industria exportadora argentina, 1907-45, (Buenos Aires, CEAL, 1988).


� Mirta Zaida Lobato,  La vida en las fábricas. Trabajo, protesta y política en una comunidad obrera (Buenos Aires, Prometeo libros/Entrepasados, 2001.


� Boletín informativo del Departamento Nacional del Trabajo, Primer Censo de Asociaciones Profesionales Obreras, Septiembre octubre de 1936, p. 47 and DES investigaciones Sociales, 1943-1945, p. 29.


� Hugo del Campo, Sindicalismo y peronismo. Los comienzos de un vínculo perdurable, (Buenos Aires, Clacso, 1983) pp. 94-95.


� Joel Horowitz, Argentine Unions, The State & The Rise of Perón, 1930-1945, (IIS,Institute of International Studies, University of California, Berkeley, 1990).


� Claudio F.  Bellini, Industria y Política. Estados, empresarios e industrialización en los años de Perón, 1943-1955 (Capítulo: La industria textil (Tesis doctoral, Facultad de Filosofía y Letras, Universidad de Buenos Aires, 2003), pp. 18-60.


� Entre otros Juan Carlos Torre (eds), La formación del sindicalismo peronista (Buenos Aires, Legasa, 1988) and Los años peronistas, Nueva Historia Argentina, Vol. VIII (Buenos Aires, Sudamericana, 2002).


� Hugo del Campo, Sindicalismo y peronismo. Los comienzos de un vínculo perdurable, (Buenos Aires, Clacso, 1983) pp. 186-187.


� Adolfo Canitrot, Julio Fidel, Milton Juillerat and Jorge Lucángeli, “El empleo en la industria textil argentina. Análisis de comportamiento y elección tecnológica”, Desarrollo Económico, 63, vol. 16 (octubre-diciembre 1976), pp. 349-364 and Liliana Acero in collaboration with Claudia Minoliti, Alejandra Robania and Irma Nora Perez Vichech: Textile Workers in Brazil and Argentina. A Study of the Interrelationships between Works and Households (Honh Kong, United Nations University Press, 1991), pp. 170-177.


� Anuario 90, Tendencias económicas y financieras. La economía argentina. Consejo Técnico de Inversiones (Buenos Aires, 1991) pp.318-319.


� Jorge Katz and Bernardo Kosacoff, El proceso de industrialización en Argentina: Evolución, retroceso y prospectiva, (Buenos Aires, CEPAL and Centro Editor de América Latina, 1989), Adolfo Dorfman, Cincuenta años de industrialización en la Argentina, 1930-1980. Desarrollo y perspectivas (Buenos Aires, Ediciones Solar, 1983) and Anuario 80, Tendencias económicas y financieras. La economía argentina. Consejo Técnico de Inversiones (Buenos Aires, 1981), p 332.


� Anuario 80, Tendencias económicas y financieras. La economía argentina. Consejo Técnico de Inversiones (Buenos Aires, 1981), p. 335.


� D.Azpiazu, M.Khavisse and E.M.Basualdo, El nuevo poder económico, (Buenos Aires, Hyspamérica, 1988), pp. 151-191.


� Anuario 2002, , Tendencias económicas y financieras. La economía argentina. Consejo Técnico de Inversiones (Buenos Aires, 2003), p. 181.


� Clarín, Suplemento de Economía y negocios, Buenos Aires, 11 de mayo de 2003, “La recuperación de la industria del tejido”.


� Daniel James, Resistencia e integración. El peronismo y la clase trabajadora, 1946.1976, (Buenos Aires, Sudamericana,1990) and “Racionalización y respuesta de la clase obrera: contexto y limitaciones de la actividad gremial en la Argentina, Desarrollo Económico, 83, Vol. 21 (1981).


� Mirta Zaida Lobato and Juan Suriano, La protesta social en Argentina, (Buenos Aires, FCE, 2003).











