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Introduction

In current Western Europe we have at almost every moment a choice between several hot and cold drinks like soda, coffee, tea, fruit juice and even alcoholic drinks in order to quench our thirst. This fortunate situation did not always exist. Until the eighteenth century most people in North-Western Europe primarily drank only beer.
 Coffee, tea and soda were unknown, fruit juice was too expensive, milk was regarded as unhealthy for adults and water was often contaminated and therefore could not be drunk.
 

As an important part of daily nourishment, women had always produced beer at home and for their own household.
 However, in Holland from the beginning of the thirteenth century beer production for the general market commenced. In the developing cities more and more labour was divided among specialised craftsmen. Professional breweries were established and the beer industry became a serious trade.
 In several cities of Holland like Haarlem, Delft and Gouda, the brewing industry played a major economic role during the fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Even after the industry’s decline from the second half of the seventeenth century, breweries remained important for the local economy in those cities.
 

Also in other North-Western European countries like England, Germany and the Southern Netherlands, there was a transition from domestic brewing to commercial brewing at some moment during the late Middle Ages. However, the exact dimension and moment of transition differed.
 The shift from a domestic to a (partially) commercial industry brought some specific changes. Small-scale domestic brewing by housewives was substituted through large-scale brewing by specialist brewers.
 Most of those specialist brewers were men. However, in Holland, female brewers did not withdraw from the industry until the end of the eighteenth century. 

In this paper, I present a study on female brewers in the Dutch city of Haarlem. It  makes part of my PhD-project on working women in the drink industry in the Northern Netherlands. Until recently, little research was done regarding working women in this region. In several textbooks working women are mentioned, but extensive research has not been carried out.
 However, in the past few years some studies have been published which do shed more light on the subject of working women. Still, it is very difficult to get an overall picture from the results of these studies, since they focus on just one city, profession or population group.
 My research’s objective is to find out what kind of labour was performed by working women in the drink industry, in particular in the production and sale of beer, distilled spirits and coffee. I also want to know why women worked in those professions, what the background of these women was and if changes occurred over time. The large variety of labour performed, the variety in capital and skills needed to carry out the different crafts and the presumed tradition of women preparing food and drinks, make the drink industry a very interesting research area. 

As already emphasised by historians like Pamela Sharpe, Ariadne Schmidt and Christine Werkstetter, it is necessary to take notice from as many aspects on women and society in general as possible, in order to perform thorough research.
 Relevant aspects are: women’s age, their marital status and their number of children, but also the economic situation and the role of men working in the same profession. In this paper, results of research on female brewers in Haarlem is presented. During the fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Haarlem was one of the three major brewing centres in Holland. Among professional brewers in Haarlem female brewers had a substantial share. For the years 1518 to 1663 I have gathered an almost complete range of data concerning the number of professional brewers, their names, their production levels and the duration of their brewing activities.
 With this set of data I can answer the questions which Mary Prior has stated are crucial for the history of women: ‘How much, how many, how often, how long?’
 But besides the questions how many women brewed, how high their production level was, how often they appeared in the sources and how long they stayed in the profession, there are other questions that need to be answered in this paper as well. What were the personal circumstances of the women like their marital status or class and how did these circumstances affect their opportunities to work in a brewery? What was the influence of factors like guild regulation and economic fluctuations on the possibilities for women to work in breweries? And finally, did the brewsters in Holland form some special category in North-Western Europe, or did women also in other countries work as brewsters? In order to answer the last question a comparison -based on existing literature- is made with brewsters in England, and London in particular during early modern times. 

In this paper I will make a first attempt to answer the above stated questions. In order to do so, I will at first give a general overview of the brewing industry in Holland and in the city of Haarlem. Secondly, I will focus on brewers and brewsters in Haarlem. Both quantitative archive data and qualitative data like petitions and regulations will be used and discussed. This will be followed by a brief look at women working within selected other crafts and guilds in Holland. While doing this, I will explain the differences between several craft organisations and the influence they might have on the participation of women in the crafts. Then the comparison with brewsters in England will be made. This is going to be based on existing literature. Finally some conclusive remarks will be made on the role and position of brewsters in Haarlem and England. 

Brewing in Holland

By the close of the Middle Ages, Holland was already a densely populated and urbanised region. Both in the cities and in the rural areas, people used to drink beer as part of their daily nourishment. As already mentioned above, beer was the most important drink until it was substituted to a large extent by coffee, tea, wine and distilled spirits in the course of the eighteenth century. Because of the large population, a lot of beer and breweries were needed. The three major brewing cities in the fifteenth, sixteenth and the first half of the seventeenth century were Delft, Gouda and Haarlem. During the seventeenth century their leading position was taken over by Rotterdam and Amsterdam.
 The brewers in these cities did not only produce for local consumption, but also for export to the rural areas of Holland and even to regions outside of Holland like Zeeland, Brabant, Flanders and England.
 Export beer formed a large part of total production. Gouda was the largest exporter of the three major brewing cities. At the beginning of the sixteenth century about 90 percent of the total production of Gouda’s brewers was shipped out of town.
 A variety of circumstances made the extensive export of beer possible. First of all, the high quality of the beer and the use of hops made the beer less perishable. Secondly, the nearby presence of a densely populated rural area, where brewing was not allowed, created a great demand. Finally, the rivers and waterways made it possible to ship a large amount of barrels in a short time.
 

The flourishing brewing industry in the cities and its great importance for the tax-income of the towns did affect professional and home brewing in the rural areas. In 1531 all brewing outside of the town walls was being forbidden by emperor Charles V by means of the Order op de buitennering.
 This meant that in Holland, farmers’ wives had to stop domestic brewing and selling surplus beer to their neighbours and even buyers in other villages.
 The reason for this prohibition was to be found in the large amount of taxes that were levied on beer production and sale in cities. In addition, inspection of the production level was easier in well organised specialised breweries than in domestic breweries on farms. 

As already indicated above, the brewing industry was one of the most important industries in Holland. This might seem a bit strange, when we take into account the relatively small number of people directly employed by the brewing industry. Brewing could be done by a minimum of three persons per brewery.
 However, considering the number of tasks that had to be carried out during the brewing process, in most breweries probably four or five persons were needed. Besides, the brewing industry provided labour for a lot of craftsmen and workers apart from brewers and their employees. When maltsters, barrel-makers, beer-porters, brass-kettle makers, beer sellers and all those other people that were direct or indirect depending on the brewers for their daily income are included, it appears that every one out of twenty individuals in the county of Holland earned their money in the beer trade at the beginning of early modern times.
 

Brewing in Haarlem

Haarlem used to be one of the three major brewing cities in Holland. The city council relied heavily on the tax income from the brewing industry for their expenses. Throughout the entire period of the Middle Ages and early modern times there were two kinds of taxes on beer. The first is the brouwgeld which was being paid by the brewers over the amount of barrels they had produced. The second, much more important tax, was the bieraccijns. This excise had to be paid when beer was sold to customers, either directly by the brewers or by means of publicans or beer sellers. In the first half of the sixteenth century, between a quarter and almost one third of the total income of Haarlem came directly from the beer industry. After this period there was a rapid decline of the tax income. In the two decades after the surrender of Haarlem to the Spanish in 1573 there was an absolute depth in tax income from the beer industry. As a result of the war, the economy had collapsed and the number of breweries was minimised.
 At that time the beer tax and excise did not make up more than 5 percent of total city income.
 

Figure 1: total number of breweries in Haarlem, 1518-1804.
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During the first half of the sixteenth century the number of breweries declined by more than half, while the average beer production doubled.
 Only those brewers survived who already had a large production level, or who had enough space and capital to expand their business.
 In the years 1570 to 1585, as a result of the war, the brewing industry almost collapsed. In 1576, three years after the capture of Haarlem by the Spanish there were no more than seven breweries left, of which two were operated by women.
 But from about 1585, the economic situation in Holland changed. All kinds of commercial activities were exploited and consumption increased.
 The brewing industry expanded again because of the higher demand on beer.
 In the period between 1590 and 1620 a great number of new breweries were established along the river Spaarne. The brewing industry flourished again until 1660. After that year the economy in Haarlem stagnated. The brewers encountered great difficulties because of the high grain price. In the eighteenth century the situation worsened still, because of the increased competition by the new drinks coffee and tea and the growing popularity of brandy and jenever. Finally, in 1800 only one brewery was left.

For Haarlem it was not only the large income from taxes that made the brewing industry immensely important during the sixteenth and the first half of the seventeenth century, but also employment. In the first quarter of the sixteenth century at least three percent of the inhabitants of Haarlem were directly employed by the brewing industry. However, much more people like barrel-makers, millers and maltsters were taking profit from the brewing industry.

Table 1: number of people working in Haarlem breweries 

	
	1514-1518
	1632

	1748

	inhabitants
	12,213

	34,900
	24,695


	breweries
	       81

	        47
	          8

	average number of workers (assumed)
	         5

	        10

	        12


	% of inhabitants working in a brewery
	         3 %
	          1.3%
	          0.4 %


During the seventeenth century Haarlem lost its dominant position on the beer market, in particular to the Dutch cities Rotterdam, Amsterdam and Dordrecht.
 Together with the decline of beer production also the total number of inhabitants employed in breweries decreased.

In the year 1748 there were only eight breweries left. Although there were on average twelve people employed by each of those breweries, the total amount of workers was small. Nevertheless, the specialist brewers still were among the most rich inhabitants of Haarlem. They had to be, in order to be able to operate a brewery. Customers, publicans and beer-wholesalers usually had high debts with the brewers. Therefore, sometimes despite lack of income, they still had to produce and deliver. In addition, purchase of raw materials and replacement of capital goods required a lot of working capital. In the Personele Quotisatie of 1742 four brewers were registered.
 They were part of the less than twenty percent of the wealthiest household heads in the register.
 Brewers did not only belong to the richest people in Haarlem, they were also among the most influential group. Several men of the brewers’ families were active in politics. They were member of the city council, burgomaster or occupied some other public office.
 The brewers made part of a relatively small group of magistrate families. 

Brewsters in Haarlem

During the sixteenth century most breweries employed four or five individuals. In the Haarlem city archive a note can be found from August 6th, 1550. It contains the production costs of a complete brew of 41 barrels of strong beer.
 Besides the costs on the raw materials and the suppliers like the miller and the barrel-maker, also the wages of the employees were quoted. Five permanent staff-members were mentioned: the brewster and the two wringsters (women who mixed the malt and water to become a thick dough), the person who poured the yeast into the yeasting tun and the person who placed the stoppers into the filled barrels. In addition to the costs for one brew also the yearly expenditures of operating a brewery were noted. Among the disbursements for kettle-repairs and the replacements for broken rakes, 30 guilders had to be spent on the wages of two maidservants (joncwijfs). It seems that the two maidservants were not directly involved in the brewing process. An explanation for their mandatory presence could be in the presumed role of the brewer’s wife as the brewster.
 The cooking of the wort with the hops took at least three hours, and for strong beer much longer, in which the brewster had to be present without interruption.
 When producing three brews per week, she did not have much time left for other (household) activities which therefore had to be done by the maidservants. Unfortunately, there are no other sources left in Haarlem to provide us with information about the (female) employees of breweries. Therefore in this paper I will discuss only the brewsters who possessed their own brewery. 

Regulations and the Haarlem brewers’ guild

In Haarlem women could work as an independent brewster. Every brewer had to be a guild member and had to follow its’ regulations.
 In 1407 the first keur (regulation) on the brewing industry was promulgated by the city council in association with the headmen of the Haarlem brewers’ guild. In this keur there were a lot of articles which applied to all brewers. Only in the article on inheritance of the guild’s membership the women were explicitly mentioned. When a brewer passed away, his widow and children were allowed to choose who would take over the membership for free, the others were allowed to enter on a reduced admission fee.
 In the renewed keur of 1501 some articles and formulations had changed. From now on, in almost every article both brewers and brewsters were mentioned. Only in one article the words meester (master) and vrouwe (wife) were used.
 The rule on inheritance of the guild’s membership had changed as well. It now said that if a brewer or brewster passed away, the brewer or brewster that was left could take over the membership, or leave it to one of their children.
 Because in this rule it was mentioned that if the one brewer or brewster passed away the other brewer or brewster could take over, couples were thus presumably working together in the breweries. In the following centuries there were not much alterations in the keur. Mainly the rules regulating the composition of the malt and the final brews were continuously tightened. At March 10th, 1749, a new keur was promulgated. Still, in this keur in almost every article brewers and brewsters were mentioned.
 However, the difficult situation of the brewing industry brought some new participants as owners of the breweries. In general one of the participants was acting as brewer or brewster. In other cases some other person, who was not necessarily a guild member, was responsible for the brewing process. 

Haarlem brewsters

The number of brewers in Haarlem fluctuated from time to time. As already mentioned in the introduction, I have made a database of brewers in the period between the years 1518 and 1663.
 In this database only the owners of the breweries are to be found and no other employees of the brewery. Every owner had to pay a brewers’ fee (brouwgeld) to the city council, the amount of it depending on the number of brews he or she had produced in the past period. Within fixed intervals the brewers were visited by town officials who made records of their names and production level. Although it is not sure whether the owners were really brewing by themselves, in most breweries this was presumably so. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries some breweries had an employee called the opperbrouwer (head brewer).
 However this was not the case for the majority of breweries. Therefore, I presume that the brewers and brewsters mentioned in those records mostly performed the brewing themselves. 

Figure 2 (next page): total number of brewers in Haarlem, 1518-1663.

The total number of brewers that can be found in the archive data of Haarlem in the period 1518-1663, is 536.
 Among them were 97 female brewers (18.1%) and at least three quarters of these women (72 women, 13.4% of the total number of brewers) were brewers’ widows. It is not sure whether the other fifteen women were widows or not. The information and names provided in the sources which are used for this database do not always tell if women were married. Only Claer Moyses in 1522 and Yef Gerytsdochtersdochter in 1521 certainly started out as brewsters without being married. The number of women among the brewers changed from time to time. Between 1518 to 1552 the absolute number of brewsters was almost constant, while the relative number doubled. In 1518 ten out of 81 brewers (12.3 %) were women. In 1552 the relative number of women increased to 29.3 percent, or twelve out of 41 brewers. During the period following the surrender of Haarlem in 1573, the brewing industry almost collapsed. A lot of brewers, men and women alike, abandoned the craft. However, between 1590 and 1620 a great number of new breweries were established. In 1576 there were only seven breweries, and in 1620 there were already 54. Yet, at that moment the brewsters constituted only a very small part of them. Furthermore, the women that brewed in this period did not continue to do so for a very long time. In the period 1576-1619 there were only six brewsters. One of them brewed for twelve years, the second brewed four years, but the other four were registered for only one year. From the year 1620 the number of brewsters increased again and it stayed relatively constant until 1663. The explanation for the small number of brewsters in the period 1576-1619 might be in the high amount of widows that are among them. After 1576 a large group of new brewers started. Probably most of them were young men, between twenty and thirty years old. If they lived for another thirty to fourty years, it was after that period that their widows could have taken over. Consequently, in the years to follow there should be a relatively high number of widows. And so there is. In the twelve years between 1620 and 1631 sixteen women were registered as brewsters. Among them there were at least fourteen brewers’ widows.
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The average production levels of the brewsters did not differ much from those of the brewers. In the first half of the nineteen years between 1520 and 1538 it were women who brewed slightly more, in the second half it were men (see figure 3).

Figure 3: percentage of brews made by women in relation to brews made by men when indexed on 100, 1520-1538
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About a hundred years later not much had changed. In the sample-years 1623-1624, 1629, 1634 and 1638 the average number of brews made by women was slightly less than the average number produced by their male colleagues (see table 3). 

Figure 4: percentage of brews made by women in relation to brews made by men when indexed on 100.
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The absence of a significant discrepancy between the production levels of brewers and brewsters indicates that in this case men and women were equal. Women, who were mostly widows of brewers did not produce less than their male colleagues. However, there was a difference. Most brewsters were widows who continued already existing breweries with a certain level of production. Therefore, it was among the group of men that brewers were to be found who had just started and had low production levels. 

The women who continued the breweries of their deceased spouses and had high production levels were usually members of extensive brewers’ families. The brewing industry was being controlled by a relatively small number of families. On a regular basis marriages took place between sons and daughters of the most important brewers. An example from the first half of the sixteenth century is the Moyses family. The brewers’ couple Dirck and Griete Moyses had four children. Their only son Simon did not become a brewer, but the three daughters all married sons from other brewing families. Eventually Claer, one of the daughters, took over the family brewery and worked in it for at least 36 years.
 Claer and her sisters, like many other women, were already familiar with the brewing process because they grew up in their parents’ brewery. It is very likely that they had to work with their parents before their marriage. In breweries, usually a lot, if not all, of the co-workers were family members.
 I think it is probable that unmarried daughters had to work in the family brewery, maybe as wringsters or as general workers. After their marriage they continued working, but then as brewsters besides their husbands. In case their husband died they were able to continue brewing by themselves, like they had always done before.

Several widows remarried after some period. Well-to-do widows with a healthy business were attractive candidates for marriage.
 When a brewster disappears from the lists, we do not know whether she remarried and continued brewing under her new husbands’ name, sold the brewery, or maybe just died. The time widows continued brewing in the period 1518-1663 varies from one to 36 years, but on average it is at least eight years. Unfortunately I cannot tell what happened to the brewsters and their breweries when they were no longer mentioned in the sources. 

At first sight the Haarlem brewsters seem to be a remarkable group of women. In most periods their number was extensive, except for the two decades of the sixteenth century when there were only a few. They produced on average as much barrels of beer as the male brewers did, and stayed in the guild for a considerable time. Most of the brewsters that are visible in the sources were brewers’ widows. They continued to brew in their own right after their husbands’ death. The women were allowed to do so, and they already possessed the skills needed in order to brew a good beer. The question arises whether the Haarlem brewsters were in some special position in comparison to other craftsmen’ widows. In order to provide an answer to this question, I will first make a comparison to women in other crafts in Holland and then a comparison to brewsters in England.

Women in other crafts

In the previous chapter the absence of special ordinances in the keuren according to women and brewers’ widows is mentioned. The presence of widows in the brewers’ guild is not surprising. Also in other guilds and crafts the presence of widows was not exceptional. In most Dutch cities it was possible for women to take over the business their deceased spouse had left, according to the so-called ‘widow’s right’. However, though the widows were allowed to continue working in their own right, in general there were special rules involved in this privilege. Certain guilds allowed the widows only to continue their business for a definite time period. Two of the most significant rules were the mandatory presence of a master-journeyman, and the prohibition to continue the craftsmanship in their own name after remarrying.
 But both these very important rules did not apply to the Haarlem brewers’ widows. Master-journeymen as well as guild-masters did not exist in the brewers’ guild. Therefore, it was not possible to make the hiring of a master-journeyman obligatory for the widows. The second rule just does not occur in the keur of the Haarlem brewers’ guild. A good example is the case of Aletta Hanemans. In 1653 the high sum of 94 guilders of ‘burial-money’ was being paid by the rich brewster Aletta Hanemans, for the funeral of her late husband Claes Loo. Claes was not a member of the brewers’ guild. Her first husband Jacob Olycan, who was a brewer himself, had died in 1640. From that moment it was Aletta who managed the brewery ‘Het Hoeffysser’ until her own death in 1656.
 About a hundred years later the brewing industry suffered from a serious decline. In order to protect the surviving breweries, the town government tightened the regulations on management. 

On December 9th, 1738, a new article was added to the brewers’ keur. In this article it was explicitly stated that if an unmarried or widowed brewster was getting married, her husband was obliged to take the same oath as his wife had done before. If he refused to do so, he was not allowed to brew and his wife had to do the work alone.
 One of the first couples who were submitted to this new article were Ernst Lodewijk Rohr and Jacoba Crul. On the 27th of January 1739 an oral request had been made by Ernst Lodewijk Rohr to the mayors of Haarlem. He wanted to get married to the brewster Jacoba Crul, who was the widow of Meijndert Houtkamp. After Meijndert’s death Jacoba had gained the right to become a brewster in the brewery called ‘De Passer en de Valk’. Ernst Lodewijk Rohr wished to take the brewers’ oath before the guild, so that he could start brewing as well in Jacoba’s company. The mayors decided to give him permission to become a brewer side by side with his future wife in ‘De Passer en de Valk’. Yet only if Ernst and Jacoba declared under oath that no one else besides the two of them would use the brewery.

As mentioned above, in other crafts widows usually were subject to certain regulations in order to continue their deceased husbands’ craft. A watershed can be made between two different groups of widows. The first group was not allowed to continue working in their own right without the assistance of a master-journeyman.
 The principal argument for this measure was the need to have a skilled person involved in production. It was necessary in order to maintain the quality of the goods that were being produced. The women had never had the opportunity to prove their competence. Women in this position in Haarlem were for example widows of glaziers, twiners and carpenters. A number of those women requested the town government to allow them to continue without a master-journeyman. They sometimes succeeded, but several of them did not.
 The other group of widows was allowed to continue the craftsmanship until they remarried. After marriage, the guilds’ or crafts’ membership had to be passed on to their new husbands if they had finished their learning period. In addition to this, when for instance a Haarlem bakers’ widow remarried a man who was not a baker, she had to leave the craft as well.
 In some particular crafts, this appears only to be a formal obligation, for example with widows working in the sayelterie in Leiden. Some widows in this craft were known to be remarried to men previously working in other crafts or trades. In those cases it must have been the wives who continued the work, probably training their new husbands in the meantime.

The brewers’ widows seemed to have been in an uncommon position in comparison to widows in other crafts. I will now make a comparison to brewers’ widows in England. This in order to find out whether there was something special about women in the brewing industry in general, or only about the brewsters in early modern Haarlem. 

Brewsters in England

The point of departure for brewsters in England was the same as in Holland. Women used to brew ale at home as part of daily nourishment.
 However, as Judith Bennett has proved, the outcome was not the same at all.
 In sixteenth and seventeenth centuries English towns, the brewing of both ale and of hopped beer was almost exclusively done by men. A few breweries were still led by brewers widows, but they were submitted to a great number of regulations.
 By the end of the seventeenth century women were no longer found as commercial brewers.
 In the countryside on the other hand, housewives were still brewing for their own families. William Cobbett tells us in 1823 that this situation continued to exist until the last quarter of the eighteenth century: 

‘In former times, to set about to show to Englishmen that it was good for them to brew beer in their houses would have been as impertinent as gravely to insist, that they ought to endeavour not to lose their breath; for, in those times (only forty years ago), to have a house and not to brew was a rare thing indeed’.

When around the year 1400 the Black Death had had its main impact, the English population started to expand. As a result, the demand for ale increased as well and, the same as it did in Haarlem, big-scale commercial brewing commenced. Most brewsters however were poor unmarried women. They did not have the capital to run a commercial brewery and did not have access to credit either. Because single women and widows were on average not creditworthy, it was only men and married women who could borrow money to establish a brewery.
 Together with the commercialization of the brewing industry a process of professionalization started. One of the results was the establishment of brewers’ guilds, for example in London in 1406. At that time, most brewers brewed ale, only a few of them brewed the recently introduced hopped beer. Membership of the guild was not mandatory but everyone who brewed was under supervision of the guild. At first sight it seemed profitable for women not to be obliged to become a guild member. All members were forced to endure the guilds’ regulations and they had to pay quarterage (a quarterly allowance). Unfortunately the board of the guild had much influence on the members of the city council. Together they made up the regulations and terms in order to control the beer and ale industry. Brewers who were not guild members faced serious difficulties in maintaining their profession or by-industry.
 A lot of women and the few men who did not want to obtain the guilds’ membership, were slowly but surely driven out of the trade. Their main reason to refuse the guilds’ membership was that they brewed only a few barrels per year and therefore did not want to pay quarterage. The alternative, becoming a guild member seemed to be from about 1500 possible for women only if they were brewers’ widows. In that year widows accounted for seven percent of the London brewers’ guild members.
 In the following century the widows formed only a small part of the guilds’ membership and in some years there were no female members at all. During the fifteenth century it was still possible for wives of brewers to become guild members on their own account. Women who paid quarterage were almost exclusively brewers’ wives. They stayed in the guild for as long as their husbands did. The single women and women who were married to non-brewers, stayed on average for only two years.
 

The brewers’ widows were subjected to strict regulations. As in most crafts in Holland, widows were allowed to continue the work of their deceased husband and to become a member of the guild.
 However, in London at some moment during the sixteenth century and in Oxford from 1521 women lost the right to brew at the moment they remarried. If they married a brewer it was their new husband who would become responsible for their brewery. When their new husband did not wish to work as a brewer, the women had to pass the guilds’ membership and the responsibility for the company to a son or an apprentice. Nonetheless, even widows who stayed single but had sons would eventually lose the responsibility over their brewery. At the moment the eldest son of a widowed women reached adulthood, she had to hand over the brewery to him.
 However, several taverners and ale-house keepers, among whom were a considerable number of women, continued to brew their own ale and beer until the year 1637. In that year a royal edict forbade these groups together with cooks and victuallers to brew. From now on they had to obtain their supplies from common brewers. On the latter it was easier to levy a brewing-tax.
 As a result, regulations became even more strict and from around 1700 no more women were registered as common brewers. But women continued brewing for their own household and in country houses. In the countryside women were not allowed to become common brewers or to brew beer for public sale in any other sense. Nevertheless, several brewsters found another way to use their skill and make a living by hiring themselves out to different households. They traveled back and forth between a number of country houses as professional private brewers.
 

Brewing in England was initially almost exclusively done by women. However, at the end of the fourteenth century a process of commercialization and professionalization started. In the following century both single and married women were driven out of the brewing industry. Only widows of brewers were able to obtain a guilds’ membership but under strict conditions. The possibility to brew for profit shifted from a personal to a familial relationship. Widows could continue brewing because they were acting as a representative of their deceased husband.
 Moreover, by working as an independent brewster they were able to support their families and did not have to rely on poor relief paid by the government.
 As in Holland, professional brewers were among the richest people. They were part of the wealthiest and most influential groups in local society.
 By continuing the brewery, the widows were able to secure both their income and status. But, even though widowed women were autonomous in a lot of ways, patriarchal early modern England still preferred women to be under the control of men.
 Therefore, as soon as the women remarried or had a son who reached adult age, they would lose the responsibility over their brewery. In the countryside women continued brewing for their own household and as professional private brewsters. However, they were not allowed to sell the beer they had brewed.

A provisional conclusion on the position of Haarlem brewsters 

Brewsters in early modern Haarlem appeared to be in an unusual situation. Especially brewers’ widows who constituted the largest part of the brewsters. Their number varied but in some years they made up almost one-third of the total number of brewers. The womens’ production level was as high as the level of their male colleagues. Unlike the brewsters in the London brewers’ guild who had an average membership of two years, the Haarlem brewsters stayed in the guild for an average period of eight years. The reason for the high number of widows in the Haarlem brewers’ guild seems to be, at least partially, in the absence of restrictive regulations on women. If a brewer deceased, the remaining members of the household were allowed to continue brewing and one of the children or his wife could take over the guilds’ membership for free. The wife and children did not have to stop brewing and sell the company. Whenever a widow wished to continue the brewery she was not obliged to hire a master-journeyman. She also did not have to pass over the brewery to her new husband in case of remarriage. In most crafts in Holland widows were submitted to one or more of the above stated regulations. Several widows asked by means of petitions to the city council if they could be allowed to continue their late spouses work, but only a part of them succeeded. 

The special, non-restricted situation of Haarlem brewsters continued to exist throughout the entire early modern period. This was unlike the situation in England. Until the end of the fourteenth century brewing in England was almost exclusively done by women. It was a low-status and poorly remunerated job. With a rising demand for beer, the brewing industry became more commercial and professional. Women were driven out of the trade and by the beginning of the sixteenth century only brewers’ widows were allowed to become guild members. Nonetheless, they too had to cease brewing in their own right when they remarried or if they had a son who reached adult age. In the countryside women continued brewing for their own household until the end of the eighteenth century. Women also worked as professional private brewsters, even though they were not allowed to sell their own beer, or become a common brewer.  

The comparison of Haarlem brewsters to widows in other crafts in Holland and to women in the English brewing industry shows that Haarlem brewsters were in some special position. However, the reason for this position is not evident. Perhaps the position of brewsters in Haarlem could have had something to do with the tradition of women preparing food and drinks and in breweries they would do this professionally. On the other hand, this tradition existed in England as well and women were nevertheless kept from commercial brewing. Another reason could have been in the oligarchic organization of the brewing industry and the amount of capital needed in order to establish and operate a brewery. The widows were needed to maintain the brewery for their own household and the family in general when their spouses deceased and they did not have adult children. Therefore, it was not a desirable situation if they were obliged to sell the brewery or hire a master-journeyman who would be responsible. But also in England the brewing industry in the cities was dominated by a small group of families, who all tried to keep their companies within their own family. Therefore, it seems that the brewing industry in the cities in both Holland and England is comparable. It is only in the countryside of England and Holland that differences between the two areas occur. In the English countryside unpaid brewing is still done by housewives, and commercial brewing by common brewers. In Holland brewing outside the cities was not allowed. 

In order to provide an answer to the question why the Haarlem brewsters were in a special position a lot more research has to be carried out. In the next few years I will, among other things, have a look on the influence of the extended commercialization of the society in Holland. But also legal provisions will be researched, like the differences in law of inheritance between England and Holland.
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		1559		29		4		86.2%		13.8%		25

		1560

		1561

		1562		18		1		94.4%		5.6%		17

		1563		18		1		94.4%		5.6%		17

		1564

		1565

		1566

		1567		17		2		88.2%		11.8%		15

		1568

		1569

		1570

		1571

		1572

		1573		16		2		87.5%		12.5%		14

		1574		15		2		86.7%		13.3%		13

		1575		11		2		81.8%		18.2%		9

		1576		7		2		71.4%		28.6%		5

		1577		10		3		70.0%		30.0%		7

		1578		10		3		70.0%		30.0%		7

		1579		11		3		72.7%		27.3%		8

		1580		11		2		81.8%		18.2%		9

		1581

		1582

		1583

		1584		11		2		81.8%		18.2%		9

		1585

		1586

		1587

		1588

		1589

		1590

		1591		20		1		95.0%		5.0%		19

		1592		19				100.0%		0.0%		19

		1593		18				100.0%		0.0%		18

		1594		18				100.0%		0.0%		18

		1595		19				100.0%		0.0%		19

		1596		18				100.0%		0.0%		18

		1597		17				100.0%		0.0%		17

		1598		23		1		95.7%		4.3%		22

		1599		19				100.0%		0.0%		19

		1600		20				100.0%		0.0%		20

		1601

		1602		24				100.0%		0.0%		24

		1603		26				100.0%		0.0%		26

		1604		28				100.0%		0.0%		28

		1605		28				100.0%		0.0%		28

		1606		30		1		96.7%		3.3%		29

		1607		35				100.0%		0.0%		35

		1608		36				100.0%		0.0%		36

		1609		36		1		97.2%		2.8%		35

		1610		39		1		97.4%		2.6%		38

		1611		40		2		95.0%		5.0%		38

		1612		44				100.0%		0.0%		44

		1613		42		1		97.6%		2.4%		41

		1614		42				100.0%		0.0%		42

		1615		42				100.0%		0.0%		42

		1616		45				100.0%		0.0%		45

		1617		47				100.0%		0.0%		47

		1618		50				100.0%		0.0%		50

		1619		52				100.0%		0.0%		52

		1620		54		3		94.4%		5.6%		51

		1621		55		2		96.4%		3.6%		53

		1622		55		3		94.5%		5.5%		52

		1623		54		8		85.2%		14.8%		46

		1624		54		7		87.0%		13.0%		47

		1625		53		9		83.0%		17.0%		44

		1626		51		11		78.4%		21.6%		40

		1627		46		9		80.4%		19.6%		37

		1628		46		10		78.3%		21.7%		36

		1629		48		9		81.3%		18.8%		39

		1630		48		9		81.3%		18.8%		39

		1631		48		8		83.3%		16.7%		40

		1632		47		5		89.4%		10.6%		42

		1633		48		5		89.6%		10.4%		43

		1634		49		7		85.7%		14.3%		42

		1635		49		7		85.7%		14.3%		42

		1636		49		9		81.6%		18.4%		40

		1637		50		8		84.0%		16.0%		42

		1638		48		9		81.3%		18.8%		39

		1639		49		10		79.6%		20.4%		39

		1640		51		9		82.4%		17.6%		42

		1641		51		8		84.3%		15.7%		43

		1642		51		7		86.3%		13.7%		44

		1643		52		6		88.5%		11.5%		46

		1644		52		4		92.3%		7.7%		48

		1645		54		4		92.6%		7.4%		50

		1646		55		3		94.5%		5.5%		52

		1647		55		3		94.5%		5.5%		52

		1648		55		3		94.5%		5.5%		52

		1649		55		4		92.7%		7.3%		51

		1650		55		5		90.9%		9.1%		50

		1651		56		5		91.1%		8.9%		51

		1652		56		4		92.9%		7.1%		52

		1653		56		7		87.5%		12.5%		49

		1654		56		8		85.7%		14.3%		48

		1655		56		7		87.5%		12.5%		49

		1656		56		6		89.3%		10.7%		50

		1657		54		5		90.7%		9.3%		49

		1658		53		9		83.0%		17.0%		44

		1659		51		8		84.3%		15.7%		43

		1660		47		9		80.9%		19.1%		38

		1661		42		7		83.3%		16.7%		35

		1662		37		5		86.5%		13.5%		32

		1663		37		5		86.5%		13.5%		32

		1664

		1665





aantal m en v 1586-1663

		1585		total of breweries		number of women		number of women in % of the total		number of men in % of the total		number of men

		1586

		1587

		1588

		1589

		1590

		1591		20		1		5.0%		95.0%		19

		1592		19				0.0%		100.0%		19

		1593		18				0.0%		100.0%		18

		1594		18				0.0%		100.0%		18

		1595		19				0.0%		100.0%		19

		1596		18				0.0%		100.0%		18

		1597		17				0.0%		100.0%		17

		1598		23		1		4.3%		95.7%		22

		1599		19				0.0%		100.0%		19

		1600		20				0.0%		100.0%		20

		1601

		1602		24				0.0%		100.0%		24

		1603		26				0.0%		100.0%		26

		1604		28				0.0%		100.0%		28

		1605		28				0.0%		100.0%		28

		1606		30		1		3.3%		96.7%		29

		1607		35				0.0%		100.0%		35

		1608		36				0.0%		100.0%		36

		1609		36		1		2.8%		97.2%		35

		1610		39		1		2.6%		97.4%		38

		1611		40		2		5.0%		95.0%		38

		1612		44				0.0%		100.0%		44

		1613		42		1		2.4%		97.6%		41

		1614		42				0.0%		100.0%		42

		1615		42				0.0%		100.0%		42

		1616		45				0.0%		100.0%		45

		1617		47				0.0%		100.0%		47

		1618		50				0.0%		100.0%		50

		1619		52				0.0%		100.0%		52

		1620		54		3		5.6%		94.4%		51

		1621		55		2		3.6%		96.4%		53

		1622		55		3		5.5%		94.5%		52

		1623		54		8		14.8%		85.2%		46

		1624		54		7		13.0%		87.0%		47

		1625		53		9		17.0%		83.0%		44

		1626		51		11		21.6%		78.4%		40

		1627		46		9		19.6%		80.4%		37

		1628		46		10		21.7%		78.3%		36

		1629		48		9		18.8%		81.3%		39

		1630		48		9		18.8%		81.3%		39

		1631		48		8		16.7%		83.3%		40

		1632		47		5		10.6%		89.4%		42

		1633		48		5		10.4%		89.6%		43

		1634		49		7		14.3%		85.7%		42

		1635		49		7		14.3%		85.7%		42

		1636		49		9		18.4%		81.6%		40

		1637		50		8		16.0%		84.0%		42

		1638		48		9		18.8%		81.3%		39

		1639		49		10		20.4%		79.6%		39

		1640		51		9		17.6%		82.4%		42

		1641		51		8		15.7%		84.3%		43

		1642		51		7		13.7%		86.3%		44

		1643		52		6		11.5%		88.5%		46

		1644		52		4		7.7%		92.3%		48

		1645		54		4		7.4%		92.6%		50

		1646		55		3		5.5%		94.5%		52

		1647		55		3		5.5%		94.5%		52

		1648		55		3		5.5%		94.5%		52

		1649		55		4		7.3%		92.7%		51

		1650		55		5		9.1%		90.9%		50

		1651		56		5		8.9%		91.1%		51

		1652		56		4		7.1%		92.9%		52

		1653		56		7		12.5%		87.5%		49

		1654		56		8		14.3%		85.7%		48

		1655		56		7		12.5%		87.5%		49

		1656		56		6		10.7%		89.3%		50

		1657		54		5		9.3%		90.7%		49

		1658		53		9		17.0%		83.0%		44

		1659		51		8		15.7%		84.3%		43

		1660		47		9		19.1%		80.9%		38

		1661		42		7		16.7%		83.3%		35

		1662		37		5		13.5%		86.5%		32

		1663		37		5		13.5%		86.5%		32

		1664

		1665

		1666





brouwersgrafiek  (2)

		1515		1515		1515

		1516		1516		1516

		1517		1517		1517

		1518		1518		1518

		1519		1519		1519

		1520		1520		1520

		1521		1521		1521

		1522		1522		1522

		1523		1523		1523

		1524		1524		1524

		1525		1525		1525

		1526		1526		1526

		1527		1527		1527

		1528		1528		1528

		1529		1529		1529

		1530		1530		1530

		1531		1531		1531

		1532		1532		1532

		1533		1533		1533

		1534		1534		1534

		1535		1535		1535

		1536		1536		1536

		1537		1537		1537

		1538		1538		1538

		1539		1539		1539

		1540		1540		1540

		1541		1541		1541

		1542		1542		1542

		1543		1543		1543

		1544		1544		1544

		1545		1545		1545

		1546		1546		1546

		1547		1547		1547

		1548		1548		1548

		1549		1549		1549

		1550		1550		1550

		1551		1551		1551

		1552		1552		1552

		1553		1553		1553

		1554		1554		1554

		1555		1555		1555

		1556		1556		1556

		1557		1557		1557

		1558		1558		1558

		1559		1559		1559

		1560		1560		1560

		1561		1561		1561

		1562		1562		1562

		1563		1563		1563

		1564		1564		1564

		1565		1565		1565

		1566		1566		1566

		1567		1567		1567

		1568		1568		1568

		1569		1569		1569

		1570		1570		1570

		1571		1571		1571

		1572		1572		1572

		1573		1573		1573

		1574		1574		1574

		1575		1575		1575

		1576		1576		1576

		1577		1577		1577

		1578		1578		1578

		1579		1579		1579

		1580		1580		1580

		1581		1581		1581

		1582		1582		1582

		1583		1583		1583

		1584		1584		1584



total of breweries

number of women

number of men

year

number of brewers

Brewers in Haarlem 1518-1663

81

10

71

80

8

72

82

9

73

83

8

75

82

5

77

86

9

77

85

9

76

83

7

76

79

7

72

79

7

72

76

7

69

68

8

60

61

11

50

58

12

46

55

7

48

55

6

49

56

12

44

53

11

42

53

11

42

53

10

43

45

13

32

46

13

33

40

10

30

40

11

29

41

11

30

28

4

24

28

5

23

29

4

25

18

1

17

18

1

17

17

2

15

16

2

14

15

2

13

11

2

9

7

2

5

10

3

7

10

3

7

11

3

8

11

2

9

11

2

9



brouwersgrafiek 

		1515		1515		1515

		1516		1516		1516

		1517		1517		1517

		1518		1518		1518

		1519		1519		1519

		1520		1520		1520

		1521		1521		1521

		1522		1522		1522

		1523		1523		1523

		1524		1524		1524

		1525		1525		1525

		1526		1526		1526

		1527		1527		1527

		1528		1528		1528

		1529		1529		1529

		1530		1530		1530

		1531		1531		1531

		1532		1532		1532

		1533		1533		1533

		1534		1534		1534

		1535		1535		1535

		1536		1536		1536

		1537		1537		1537

		1538		1538		1538

		1539		1539		1539

		1540		1540		1540

		1541		1541		1541

		1542		1542		1542

		1543		1543		1543

		1544		1544		1544

		1545		1545		1545

		1546		1546		1546

		1547		1547		1547

		1548		1548		1548

		1549		1549		1549

		1550		1550		1550

		1551		1551		1551

		1552		1552		1552

		1553		1553		1553

		1554		1554		1554

		1555		1555		1555

		1556		1556		1556

		1557		1557		1557

		1558		1558		1558

		1559		1559		1559

		1560		1560		1560

		1561		1561		1561

		1562		1562		1562

		1563		1563		1563

		1564		1564		1564

		1565		1565		1565

		1566		1566		1566

		1567		1567		1567

		1568		1568		1568

		1569		1569		1569

		1570		1570		1570

		1571		1571		1571

		1572		1572		1572

		1573		1573		1573

		1574		1574		1574

		1575		1575		1575

		1576		1576		1576

		1577		1577		1577

		1578		1578		1578

		1579		1579		1579

		1580		1580		1580

		1581		1581		1581

		1582		1582		1582

		1583		1583		1583

		1584		1584		1584



total of breweries

number of women

number of men

year

number of brewers

Brewers in Haarlem 1518-1663

81

10

71

80

8

72

82

9

73

83

8

75

82

5

77

86

9

77

85

9

76

83

7

76

79

7

72

79

7

72

76

7

69

68

8

60

61

11

50

58

12

46

55

7

48

55

6

49

56

12

44

53

11

42

53

11

42

53

10

43

45

13

32

46

13

33

40

10

30

40

11

29

41

11

30

28

4

24

28

5

23

29

4

25

18

1

17

18

1

17

17

2

15

16

2

14

15

2

13

11

2

9

7

2

5

10

3

7

10

3

7

11

3

8

11

2

9

11

2

9



aantal brouwerijen

		jaar		brouwerijen totaal

		1515

		1516

		1517

		1518		81

		1519

		1520		80

		1521		82

		1522		83

		1523		82

		1524		86

		1525		85

		1526		83

		1527		79

		1528		79

		1529		76

		1530		68

		1531		61

		1532		58

		1533		55

		1534		55

		1535		56

		1536		53

		1537		53

		1538		53

		1539

		1540

		1541

		1542

		1543

		1544

		1545

		1546

		1547

		1548		45

		1549		46

		1550		40

		1551		40

		1552		41

		1553

		1554

		1555

		1556

		1557		28

		1558		28

		1559		29

		1560

		1561

		1562		18

		1563		18

		1564

		1565

		1566

		1567		17

		1568

		1569

		1570

		1571

		1572

		1573		16

		1574		15

		1575		11

		1576		7

		1577		10

		1578		10

		1579		11

		1580		11

		1581

		1582

		1583

		1584		11

		1585

		1586

		1587

		1588

		1589

		1590

		1591		20

		1592		19

		1593		18

		1594		18

		1595		19

		1596		18

		1597		17

		1598		23

		1599		19

		1600		20

		1601

		1602		24

		1603		26

		1604		28

		1605		28

		1606		30

		1607		35

		1608		36

		1609		36

		1610		39

		1611		40

		1612		44

		1613		42

		1614		42

		1615		42

		1616		45

		1617		47

		1618		50

		1619		52

		1620		54

		1621		55

		1622		55

		1623		54

		1624		54

		1625		53

		1626		51

		1627		46

		1628		46

		1629		48

		1630		48

		1631		48

		1632		47

		1633		48

		1634		49

		1635		49

		1636		49

		1637		50

		1638		48

		1639		49

		1640		51

		1641		51

		1642		51

		1643		52

		1644		52

		1645		54

		1646		55

		1647		55

		1648		55

		1649		55

		1650		55

		1651		56

		1652		56

		1653		56

		1654		56

		1655		56

		1656		56

		1657		54

		1658		53

		1659		51

		1660		47

		1661		42

		1662		37

		1663		37

		1664		36

		1665		36

		1666		36

		1667		36

		1668		35

		1669		35

		1670		35

		1671		35

		1672		33

		1673		33

		1674		30

		1675		30

		1676		29

		1677		29

		1678		29

		1679		27

		1680		27

		1681		27

		1682		27

		1683		27

		1684		27

		1685		27

		1686		26

		1687		23

		1688		22

		1689		21

		1690		21

		1691		21

		1692		21

		1693		20

		1694		20

		1695		20

		1696		20

		1697		20

		1698		18

		1699		15

		1700		14

		1701		13

		1702		13

		1703		13

		1704		13

		1705		13

		1706		13

		1707		13

		1708		13

		1709

		1710		13

		1711		13

		1712		13

		1713		12

		1714

		1715

		1716

		1717		12

		1718

		1719

		1720		11

		1721

		1722		11

		1723

		1724		11

		1725		11

		1726		11

		1727

		1728		11

		1729

		1730		10

		1731

		1732		10

		1733

		1734

		1735		10

		1736

		1737

		1738

		1739

		1740

		1741
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