Deuxième séance : Jeudi 5 octobre, 14 heures

Political Thought and Private Life. Convener: Jesse Battan, California State University, Fullerton.
Radical social movements on the Left have created diverse programs for the regulation of the emotional and erotic lives of men and women in the idealized future. More important, they have developed plans for the conduct of private life (which includes gender imagery, male/female relationships, and family life) that would either make existence in the unreformed present bearable or would work to inaugurate the ideal futures they envisioned. This session will explore the ways in which political ideology and sexual politics intertwined by examining the relationship between socialist theory and efforts to reshape private life. That is, it will evaluate the degree to which sexual and social radicals were able to create new ties as lovers and comrades by examining the problems they encountered and the successes they achieved when they attempted to form new relationships based on intimacy and freedom, harmony and equality, and friendship and erotic desire.  

In addition to exploring the difficulties of translating thought into practice, this session will also chart efforts by some socialists to distance themselves from those on the Left who challenged bourgeois sexual codes as well as analyze corresponding attempts by the opponents of socialism to portray its critique of marriage and the family as the centerpiece of a series of intellectual and political changes destined to destroy civilization itself.  

The presenters and papers in this session include:

Gaetano Manfredonia, Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris, Amour et mariage chez M. Bakounine
 
Julie Carlier, Ghent University, Emilie Claeys: Putting Bebel into Practice?
 
Ginger Frost, Samford University, "Man Should be More Modest and Woman More Brave": Francoise Lafitte and Free Unions in Fin-de-Siecle England
Caroline Arni, University of Bern, Longing for Friendship, Fearing Rivalry: Socialist Concepts of Egalitarian Love and its Pitfalls
Krista Cowman, Leeds Metropolitan University, "You might be more useful together": The search for a perfect socialist marriage in fin de siècle Britain
Theresa Moriarty, Dublin, A socialist looks at marriage: James Connolly and the politics of free unions.

Carl Weinberg, Butler University, Socialism, Marriage and the Assault on Evolutionary Science in the USA: A historical reexamination of Goldstein and Avery's Socialism: The Nation of Fatherless Children (1903).
 




