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This paper is based on autobiographical and biographical materials as well as on a series of interviews with mostly young activists from the period.  Most came from Germany or Austria and as they related it, there was little time for theory in the anti-fascist struggle: certainly not after they were forced to move underground and in exile.   Most subjects had developed a fairly coherent anti-bourgeois concept of socialist marriage yet, as always,  practice always deviated from theory.  Nevertheless from time to time we hear of policies handed down from above relating to these questions of love and marriage in socialism.

A:  Berlin in the 1930’s: attitudes towards sexuality and marriage among the left activists:

In fact the youth seem to have rather puritanical notions of love and sexual morality.  There was this quote from Lenin about sex being about as important as a glass of water (?) but monogamous relationships were generally highly valued.  Marriage, on the other hand, was considered merely a practical matter- essentially simplifying life for a couple once they had children.  Like the youth movement and the nudist movement, the ideology around sex was basically puritanical and conservative.  And although there were some very feminist women, just as there was the idea of free love among some of the comrades, all this was regarded as private and irrelevant to the struggle.  Thus feminism was looked down upon as a diversion.  After the revolution everything would be equal…..

B: Berlin in the 1930’s: reality of love, sexuality, and marriage among the socialist/communist elite:

Especially in the leadership and bureaucracy, there was a great divergence between theory and practice.  As in any milieu, there were many cases of promiscuity, exchange of sexual favors for power positions, and womanizing or its female counterpart.

  Perhaps specific to this group was the phenomena of working-class men moving out of their milieu into the “Nomenklatura”- becoming physically but also psychically removed from their origins, their families, their wives and children at home.  In their new power positions they often sought comfort and even love among their staff.  And they were often surrounded by younger, well-trained and even perhaps attractive female assistants.   Sometimes this led to second/third marriages, sometimes not.

Apart from adultery and divorce, there was also a pattern (which again can be found in almost all social groups) of pregnancy as a means to seal a relationship and make marriage inevitable. 

C: Life in the Underground and in Exile

After 1933 Socialists and Communists had to leave their legal residences and take on false papers.  Those helped by their parties – and here support was essential for survival although it was difficult and sometimes impossible to obtain- were also placed under certain rules as concerns love and relationships.

For safety it was deemed necessary that individual activists be accompanied by lovers who were thereby more or less sanctioned be the Party- so as to prevent any relationships that might prove dangerous or even merely to preserve the secret identity of the resistants.

The party(s) were often directly responsible for the passports and  financial support of these activists: this meant that love relationships were in theory dependent upon the good will of those above- and could be made or broken without the consent of the activists.

D: Difficulties for political refugees on the run:
Generally the countries who gave shelter to these political exiles had very constrictive regulations.  Taking the case of France where so many found refuge, the first problem was that couples (who were now without passports, with limited rights to stay, to work, and to travel) were not allowed to marry.

This situation was the cause for many difficulties in terms of jobs (even if they were not legally employed, for example, jobs as guardians in an apartment building (concierge) or household help, gardening, etc, were often not available because bourgeois employers wouldn’t accept the “lover”) apartments, social acceptance, etc. for non-married couples.

Especially if a child was born to this couple there was often great pressure to find a way to legally marry.  One solution -chosen by  a surprising number of couples- was for the man to join the Foreign Legion.  After an undetermined number of years building the trans/African railroad the man would theoretically receive papers allowing him to marry.

E : Legal and other problems in exile:

Since it was impossible to get a divorce for these refugees- even if they could locate the original spouse they could not drop their cover/change their preciously gotten papers – de facto bigamy was common (ie forged papers declared them a legally married couple).

It should also be mentioned that homosexuality or any other so/called “deviation” had such a taboo around it that it could not be openly lived out.  The possibility of blackmail here was also very great.

F : Sexuality in conditions of flight and incarceration.

To be counted here are the perennial problems of sex and power/ sometimes necessary to flirt or more to survive under these conditions.

Further, under the deprivation imposed especially in the camps of concentration in the countries of refuge, their were an unlimited number of situations of forced promiscuity and homosexuality.

Here socialists were no different than others, although possibly more realistic and accepting.

G : Stresses and conflicts  as a function of the political situation

There are many cases of conflict related to political differences within the couple or their families.  (Examples will follow).

The Nazis often tried to use loyalty to the loved ones to force the captured one to become an informer.

Finally, there were cases in which one in the couple collaborated with the Nazis and had to be denounced by their own partner.

THESE ARE THE GENERAL TOPICS I INTEND TO ELUCIDATE THROUGH SPECIFIC EXAMPLES:  CITATIONS FROM AUTOBIOGRAPHIES AND INTERVIEWS WILL ESSENTIALLY DOUBLE THE AMOUNT OF TEXT HERE.

THERE WILL BE MORE ON THE QUESTION OF GENDER IN SOCIALISM AS MANY OF THE INTERVIEWEES ARE FEMALE.

